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A The delegation presented a souvenir to the Islamic Union.
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A Memorable Event
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IU organized "One Belt, One Road

— An Islamic Perspective " Seminar

Imam Ghazali Institute lecturing in

Hong Kong for the 1st time

Visit of Delegation from
the State of Kuwait

A delegation comprising of four from the State of Kuwait, two from the
United Kingdom, one from Pakistan and one from South Africa visited Hong
Kong to meet members of the Muslim community and to explore the possibili-
ty of co-operating in da'wah and charity work.

The delegation, led by Bro. Adel Khalid Aljiri, Foreign Project Manager, Zakat
House, Kuwait and by Bro. Abdul Aziz Alsayed, a prominent Kuwaiti business-
man, arrived on 19 October 2017. They were accompanied by three promi-
nent scholars — Bro. Patel Shailesh, Bro. Raza Kleem Raja and Bro. Sayed
Mohammed Nagqvi.

The scholars gave lectures at the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College and at
Kowloon Mosque and conducted workshops at the University of Hong Kong,
the University of Science and Technology and at the premises of the Serving
Islam Team.

(More on P2)
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The delegation met the Principal and staff mem-
bers of the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College
on the following day to discuss various projects.
After Jummah, the delegation were guests at a
lunch hosted by the Chinese Muslim Cultural and
Fraternal Association, following which they visited
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. That

evening the Islamic Cultural Association hosted a

dinner for them at a restaurant in Kowloon City.

A The Chinese Muslim Cultural and Fraternal
Association hosted a lunch for the delegation.

A The delegation visited Centre for the Study
of 1slamic Culture, CUHK.

The delegation met Council members of the Islam-
ic Union of Hong Kong (the Union) on the morn-
ing of Saturday, 21 October 2017 during which a

paper on da'wah and charitable work undertaken

by the Union was presented to them. They
expressed an interest to work with the Union on

da'wah and other charitable projects.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Bro. Aljiri
presented a souvenir to Bro. A.R. Sufhad, Chair-
man of the Union. In the afternoon, they attended
the graduation ceremony for students of the
“Understanding Islam Course” organized by the
Union’s Da'wah Committee during which Bro.

Aljiri presented certificates to the graduates.

A Group photo of the delegation, the Union’s staffs

and students of the “Understanding Islam
Course”.

The visitors also attended a conversion ceremony

on the afternoon of Sunday 22 October 2017 in
the Seminar Room of Haji Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre and were highly impressed with the
event. Souvenirs were presented to the converts by
H.E. Khalid Al-Mutairi Consul General of the
State of Kuwait in Hong Kong and Macau while
Bro. Suffiad presented souvenirs to the distin-
guished guests. That evening the delegation attend-
ed a dinner hosted by the Consul General of the

State of Kuwait.

On the morning of Monday, 23 October 2017,

Bro. Naqvi delivered a lecture to about 200
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students at the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College while other members visited Macau. The delegation

was briefed on the situation of the Muslim community in the formerly Portuguese administered territory and

on the Mosque and Islamic Centre project in

which they expressed an interest.

On Tuesday, 24 October 2017, the delegation
visited Shelly Street Mosque and met members of
the Incorporated Trustees of the Islamic Commu-
nity of Hong Kong (the Trustees) at Kowloon
Mosque for discussion on projects. The visitors

were guests at a lunch hosted by the Trustees.

During the visitors’ stay in Hong Kong, the Consul General of the State of Kuwait very kindly made available

the services of a seven seater car with driver and Bro. Nasser EI-Morshidy who so ably acted as Arabic / English

interpreter.

Dr. Mahdi Ibrahim very kindly arranged workshops and lectures for the scholars and escorted them to and

from the venues.

Before departing Hong Kong on Tuesday 26 October 2017, the visitors indicated that they would like to

work with the Union on da'wah, charitable activities and build mosques especially in Macau and Hong Kong,.
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“Verily! Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him.

That is the Right Path.”
The Quran 19:36

www.QuranicQuotes.com

“Verily! Allah is my Lord, so wor-
ship Him. That is the Right Path.”
(The Quran 19:36)
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ZIEHE - o (GBE&19 : 36)
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A ITmam Yang witnessed the converts making Shahada.

After the presentation of souvenirs, Bro.
Salahuddin Patel gave a short talk on Islam
following which Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chair-
man of the Union presented souvenirs to

the distinguished guests.

In his talk, Bro. Naqvi who is the Public
Relations and Media Manager of E-Da'wah
Committee, the first specialized online
da'wah committee of Kuwait, welcomed the
new Muslims and praised their decision and
will power to embrace the religion of peace.

He cited the example of the Pharaoh’s wife

A Memorable E‘/e nt who accepted Islam and believed in One

Alhumdullilah! Another four brothers and 25 sisters embraced Islam in
October last year. The converts — four men and 25 women -from three
different countries with seven from China, one from Indonesia and 21

from the Philippines.

The event held on a Sunday, began with recitation of verses from the Holy

Quran by Bro. Makeen Tuet, a Quran teacher.

After the recitation, Bro. Sayed Mohammed Nagqvi, from the State of
Kuwait, delivered a short talk on Islam after which Imam Uthman Yang
Xing Ben conducted the ceremony by calling on the converts to recite

according to their respective countries, the Kalimah Shahadah.

Following the completion of recitation of the Kalimah Shahadah by the
converts, Consul General of the Consulate General of the State of Kuwait
in Hong Kong and Macau, His Excellency Khalid Al-Mutairi, presented
souvenirs to the converts. One brother was so happy that he warmly
hugged the Consul General while another sister was so emotional that she

cried.

God. Despite threats of death against her
life, she refused to reverse her belief and

died as a Muslim.

“So what we understand from this story is
that whatever happen to those who believe
in Allah and have faith in Islam they might
go through some tests and difficulties but

they have to stay firm on the path of Allah.”

A The converted brother warmly hugged the

Consul General.
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Bro. Naqvi said whatever happened, the converts must have
faith in Allah and ask Him through prayers and supplica-

tions to take you out from your calamity.

Following presentation of souvenirs to the converts by the
Consul General, Bro. Salahuddin Patel gave a short talk on

Islam.

Firstly, he congratulated the converts on accepting Islam
and the great blessing that has been bestowed upon them by
Allah by becoming Muslims. Bro. Salahuddin spoke further
about his own experience towards accepting Islam and
pointed out the tumultuous journey that they will face
along the way. He importantly highlighted that the best
way to overcome such obstacles is to develop a strong

connection with Allah.

He invited them to reflect on the following passage from
Surah Ali'Imran, Verse 103 as a way to understand the tools
and principles to navigate this life: “And hold firmly to the
rope of Allah and do not be divided. Remember Allah’s
favour upon you when you were enemies, then He united
your hearts, so you — by His grace — became brothers. And
you were at the brink of a fiery pit and he saved you from
it. This is how Allah makes His revelations clear to you, so

that you may be rightly guided.” (Qur’an 3:103)

Bro. Patel is the Global Outreach Manager for iERA based
in London. As an outreach specialist, he focuses on training
and development activities internationally. Since convert-
ing to Islam more than 15 years ago from Hinduism, he has
gained a wide array of experience in various dawah activi-
ties, ranging from elderly and homeless projects to deliver-
ing classes and lectures for new Muslims and University

audiences.

Uztad Ishaq Ma, a da'wah worker of the Union, then said a
Dua. Group photographs were then taken and light

refreshments served to the more than 200 participants.

of Faith CY

A The Consul General His Excellency Khalid Al-Mutairi (left)
and Chairman of the Union, Bro. Suffiad (right)

Commemorating the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)'s Birthday

On 30 Nov. 2017, a large gathering of the local Muslim community gathered in

Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre to commemorate the Birthday of

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The event started after Magrib Prayer with the recitation of verses from the Holy

Quran by Hafiz Rashid Nomani followed by Maulood recitation.

A short talk on Islam was given by Hafiz Atiq-ur-Rahman in Urdu language and

by Imam Uthman Yang in Cantonese.
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As a member of the team formed by the Incorporated Trustees of
the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong (the Trustees) to
provide relief to the Rohingyas in Bangladesh, a council member of
the Islamic Union of Hong Kong, Haji Najeem Khan traveled to
Bangladesh to see at first hand the situation caused by the influx of
hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas fleeing persecution from the
Myanmar Government in what has been described by the United

Nations as “ethnic cleansing”.

Haji Khan brought with him donations from members of the Hong
Kong Muslim community and during his one week stay in Cox’s
Bazar. He spent most of his time purchasing basic essentials such as

medicine, food, blankets, water etc for distribution to the refugees.

According to Haji Khan, the situation is desperate and the refugees
are living in appalling conditions. Many foreign non-government
organizations (NGOs) were busily involved in relief work and Haji
Khan was able to identify one of most active and efficient NGO

currently working in the country - Al-Khair Foundation.
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Al-Khair started doing relief work in Bangladesh one
year before the influx of refugees from Myanmar began.
The Foundation has so far spent GBP £15,000,000 on
providing humanitarian aid to the refugees in Bangla-
desh and now have a plan to start 10 learning and day
care centres at a cost of GBP £600,000 for over 1,000

orphans and children.

Under this project each orphan will receive:
Burmese and English language training ;
Books and other learning materials;
Islamic and moral lessons;
Pure drinking water and hygiene toilet;
Wash room facility;
Individual bedding;
Clothing;
Full time doctor with medicine;
Emergency referral to hospital by ambulance;
Nutritious food three times daily;
Full time paramedics, counseling service and
caregiver; and

Toys, kids zone and fun zone.

The approximate cost for each orphan is US$55 month-

ly.

All the activities carried out by the Foundation are

approved and monitored by the Bangladeshi govern-
ment and this latest learning and day care centre

project is awaiting government approval.

The organization is London-based established 14 years
ago and has been doing relief work all over the world. It
is recognized world-wide as a relief agency. Al-Khair
Foundation provides humanitarian support, interna-
tional development, emergency aid and disaster relief
in some of the world’s most deprived areas. It was estab-
lished in 2003 and is rapidly growing into one of the

leading Muslim charities in the United Kingdom.

During his discussion with members of the Founda-
tion, Haji Khan was informed that salary for staff work-
ing on relief work for the Rohingyas, did not come

from the Rohingya Relief Fund.
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TV 0rganiled «0ne Beltr one Road - An slamic Perspective » Seminar

A A group photo of the scholars and the organizers.

As part of events celebrating the 20th anniversary of the

handover of Hong Kong to the People’s Republic of
China, the Da'wah Committee of the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong (the Union) organized a seminar on "One

Belt, One Road — An Islamic Perspective ".

Prominent scholars from the People’s Republic of China,

Taiwan and Hong Kong spoke at this seminar.

Held on 15 and 16 July 2017 at the Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre in Wanchai, Hong Kong, Bro.
A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the Union delivered a

welcome speech.

In his speech, Bro. Suffiad said that “One Belt One
Road” was a phrase coined as early as October 2013 by
Xi Jinping President of the People’s Republic of China,
to focus on economic development, connectivity and
co-operation between Eurasian countries, the People’s
Republic of China and those countries forming the

land-based Silk Road Economic Belt and the oceangoing
Maritime Silk Road.

“The phrase 'One Belt One Road' has
been borrowed as the theme for this
seminar with the inclusion of the
words “An Islamic Perspective”, no
doubt to highlight co-operation,
connectivity and fostering of relation-
ship between Muslims in different

regions.” he said.

“After the phrase One Belt One Road
was coined by President Xi Jinping in
October 2013, for the next two and a
half years, it became a favourite phrase
and concept and was widely publicized in newspaper and

other media.” he continued.

“I am glad that the organizers of this seminar has seen fit
to adopt the original phrase for this seminar” said Bro.
Suffiad “and to retain the word “One” since the word
“One” has great significance in Islam as it is the One God
that we worship and pray to. By retaining the word
“One” and adding the words “An Islamic Perspective”, it
can be said that the theme of this seminar emphasizes
also the Oneness of God in Islam which is an ideal

foundation for our religion.”

Bro. Sufliad concluded by thanking the guest speakers
for the time and effort made in preparing for this
seminar and to the organizers and participants for

making this seminar possible.

Following Bro. Suffiad’s speech, Imam Hasan Yang Fa
Ming, President of the China Islamic Association, spoke

on “One Belt, One Road — An Islamic Perspective”.
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Imam Hassan Yang said that at a meeting celebrating
the 20th anniversary of Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland, President Xi Jinping mentioned that
Hong Kong's return to the Motherland has gone down
as a monumental achievement in the history of the

Chinese nation.

“Hong Kong has since then embarked on a journey of
unity and common development with the Motherland.
It is of great and far-reaching significance to convene a
seminar on “One Belt One Road — An Islamic Perspec-

tive” at this historic moment” he said.

“We can only overcome disputes and challenges by
enhancing mutual learning, promoting peace and coop-
eration, showing openness and inclusiveness and

respect.” he said.

On the second day — 16 July 2017 - Imam Abdullah
Wang Wenjie, President of the Guangdong Islamic
Association gave a talk on “Islamic Economics” in
which he stressed the importance of being fair and

honest in doing business.

Other speakers at the seminar included Dr. Moham-
med Turki A. Al-Sudari from Saudi Arabia who gave a
lively talk on “Islam and International Relations”,
Imam Tie Guo Mi Vice-Chairman, Beijing Islamic

Institute, who spoke on “Islamic Education in China

He who sends blessi s updn me

oice
will fave cAllak send 6&’55»195 upon ﬂm{ fen times.

and One Belt, One Road”, Dr. Mahdi Ebrahimi who
spoke on “Islam and Modern Science”, Dr. Ibrahim
Chao, Chief Imam, Taipei Grand Mosque, who spoke
on “Muslim Family Education” and Haji Kasim Ma
Fung Wai, Chairman of the Union’s Da'wah Commit-

tee, who spoke on “Islam in Macau”.

Haji Saeeduddin, Vice Chairman of the Union, deliv-
ered the closing remarks. He said that with six major
economic corridors extending over Euroasia, China’s
“One Belt, One Road” initiative stands to reshape the
region’s infrastructure network, improve communica-
tions and connectivity across the continent and be the
greatest achievement for China and the rest of the
world, bringing economic stability to Eurasian coun-
tries and creating job opportunities for people living in

Asia and Europe.

“For Muslims of the region” he said “it will be a valuable
opportunity to strengthen their relationship as
Almighty Allah says in the Holy Quran “And hold fast
to the rope of Allah all together and do not be divided.”
(Qur’an 3:103)

The event ended with a Dua by Uztad Ishaq Ma, the

Union’s da'wah worker.

The Prophet (PBUH) said: He who sends blessings upon me once,
will have Allah send blessings upon him ten times.

AeZERE-  BEREMHTRE
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In an age of bewildering spiritual, blind
imitation in faith and intellectual confusion,
creed has never been more important. Islam-
ic creed (Aqidah) refers to those matters

which are believed in, with certainty and

conviction, in one’s heart and soul. They are
not tainted with any doubt or uncertainty.
Every Muslim is obliged to learn it and is
promised protection from deviant beliefs by
following the unassailable texts of the
scholastic community of Islam. Of them all,

The Creed of Imam al-Tahawi is the

simplest, the most effective, and the least

Imqm thqui In‘titute Iecturing controversial. It serves as a sound basis for

Islamic faith and is the most reliable of the

in Hong Kong for the 1st time early articulations of Muslim belief. Because

Imam al-Tahawi avoided involuted theologi-

Shaykh Hamzah Wald Maqbul and his team from Imam Ghazali cal issues and systematically presented the
Institute (IGI) travelled from the United States to Hong Kong in most fundamental aspects of dogmatic theol-
December 2017 and conducted a weekend intensive course on ogy, his creed has achieved an unusual
“Foundations of Creed (Aqidah Al-Tahawiyah)” at Masjid Ammar degree of acceptance in the Muslim milieu.
& O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre. Hong Kong was the first leg for the In the thousand years since it was written,
IGI’s Asia lecturing tour which also included Malaysia and Singa- many great Muslim scholars have penned
pore. commentaries on it. It is still studied

throughout the Muslim world and increas-

ingly in the West.

“Veri[y on[y those (f His servants who JI i encin and mindopning wor

shop. Shaykh Hamzah’s teaching has recti-

k [ d' [[ h " fied my fundamental understanding on
5655 Knowie ge f earA an. Islam such as what is God? What does
pre-destination mean? etc. After attending

this workshop, now I can answer questions

(Qm”’(/m ) S Mrﬂh F atir 35 . 28 ) such as where is God? Why there is different

schools of thought (madhab) in Islam?” said

by one of the participants who attended the
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entire 2-day workshop and received an

ijazah from Shaykh Hamzah.

After graduation from the University of
Washington, Shaykh Hamzah went on to
pursue traditional Islamic studies. His
educational tour took him to several coun-
tries, including Syria and Egypt, where he
studied the Arabic language; Morocco,
Mauritania, and UAE, where he studied the
ethical and legal school (madhhab) of Imam
Malik, grammar, transmissional criticism
(usul al-hadith), and the Qur’anic recitation
(giraah) of Imam Nafi', according to its two
renditions (i.e. those of Imam Warsh and
Imam Qalun); and finally, Pakistan, where
he had the opportunity to study Quranic
exegesis (tafsir), transmissional criticism
(usul al-hadith), Prophetic traditions (had-
ith), narrator criticism (‘ilm al-rijal) and
ethics and law (figh) according to the
Hanafi madhhab.

Besides the Agidah workshop, Shaykh
Hamzah also gave speech at Masjid
Ammar’s Jummah prayer and an evening
lecture at the Kowloon Mosque. His speech
was live broadcasted online and viewed by

over thousands of viewers.

Islamic Union is grateful to brothers and

sisters who sponsored this workshop.

A Shaykh Hamzah (left) and Imam Uthman Yang (right)
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AWARENESS

“Awareness Through Mosque Tours” (ATMT), is a

unique concept of introducing Islamic teaching intro-
duced by Ustaz Syed Raziuddin Ali, at Discover Islam.
The program which commenced at Al-Fateh Mosque
in the Kingdom of Bahrain and was later introduced to
other countries including Turkey, Malaysia, Singapore

and Hong Kong has proven to be a success story.

Ustaz Syed Ali said the concept of ATME
promoted not only

within the d
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mosques due to

surrounding Islam.

ity to introduce Islam

le way. The idea is not
to force people to accept Islam but to ensure that the
visitors will have an enjoyable and mind-opening
experience about Islam. “Even if they dont accept
Islam, they will leave the mosque with a favorable

impression of Islam through our well-trained mosque

tour guide”, said Ustaz Syed Ali.

To mark its 10th anniversary of the ATMT program,
a large-scale of ATMT workshop was held in Bahrain
from 22 November — 3 December 2017. 44 delegates
from 16 countries including Hong Kong China,

Estonia, Finland, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philip-
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pines, Russia, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Timor
Leste, Thailand, Venezuela and Zanzibar attended the
workshop, amongst them was Sis. Basmah Lok, the

office manager of Islamic Union of Hong Kong.

The 11-day workshop not only focused on the theory
of ATMT but also provided the participan
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On the authority of Anas, who said: I heard the Messen-
ger of Allah says: “Allah, the Exalted, has said, ‘O son of
Adam, as long as you supplicate Me and implore Me, I
will forgive for you whatever issued from you, and I will
not mind. O son of Adam, even if your sins reached the
clouds of the sky and then you sought My forgiveness, I
would forgive you. O son of Adam, even if you come to
Me with nearly the earth’s capacity of sins and then
meet Me without associating anything with Me, I will

come to you with nearly its capacity of forgiveness.”

(Tirmidhi)

The above hadith tells us that three causes are cited
which lead to Allah’s forgiveness through repentance:

1. Allah (swt) has directed His servants to make du’aa
(supplication) accompanied by fear and hope. One who
has sinned should thus supplicate Allah’s fearful of
punishment for what he committed, knowing that it is
deserved by him, apologizing, and humbly begging for
his Lord’s mercy and pardon. At the same time he enter-
tains the hope that Allah, the All-Merciful, will regard
his deep regret and generously overlook his many errors
and sins. Some commentators have emphasized this
aspect over fear, observing the expectation of Allah's
response. Allah (swt) said: “ And your Lord said, “Call
upon Me, I will answer you.” (Ghafir: 60)

The combination of fear and hope leads one to suppli-
cate sincerely, intently and often which is pleasing to
Allah and evidence of belief in His awareness and
mercy. Hence, Allah forgives the servant’s sin, even
those of which he may have been unaware. Supplica-
tions by the tongue alone while the heart is absent are

weak and therefore unlikely to bring response, as are

those of persons persistent in sin and unwilling to
desist. On the other hand, the generally righteous
person, drawing near to Allah through earnest supplica-
tion, can expect to be answered sooner or later, as Allah

wills.

2. The second cause of earning Allah’s forgiveness is
seeking it and asking for it (istighfar). Again, this is not
an act of the tongue alone but must be accompanied by

true repentance.

3. The third condition is that the servant does not associ-
ate anyone or anything with Allah in any aspect of His
divinity, knowing that none is worthy of worship except
Him. For Allah has said: “ Indeed, Allah does not
forgive that anything be associated with Him, but He

forgives what is less than that for whom He wills.”

(An-Nisa: 48)

"Thus, when zaubeed or faith is lost, forgiveness is lost as
well, and when it is affirmed by the Muslim, it will earn
him the Prophet’s intercession, Allah’s forgiveness, and
will save him from the Hellfire. This can mean either of

two things: that he is forgiven and thus prevented from
i

A i ) )
entering it at all, or, that after entering due to the gravi-

ty of his sins and enduring a portion of his deserved
punishment, Allah will forgive him and he will be
removed therefrom and placed in Paradise, while the
disbelievers, hypocrites and those who associated others

in worship with Allah will remain in Hell eternally.

USTAZD ABDUL MUHAEMIN KARIM
A_MUHAEMIN@YAHOO.CO.UK
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-I was a rainy day when a group of 40 Muslim broth-
- ﬁa nd sisters from different nationalities

“embarked on a journey to Yi O, at the tip of Lantau
Island where there is no transport and surrounded
by natural habitat. The outing organized by the

' Sports and Recreation Committee of the Islamic

Union of Hong Kong, set out from Masjid Ammar

i and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre in the early morn-

ing on a coach to Tai O.

On arrival to Tai O, the group need to hike for

over an hour before reaching it's destination in
Yi O. It started to rain, however, it did not =
damper the spirit of the group. \4 \
17
\..

They settled for lunch comprising of -i;,(
steamed fish fillet, cabbages, curry and pota-
toes. The rain was getting heavy and the

Daaa

“Our Lord! Complete our light for us and
forgive us. Surely, You have power over
all things.”

-Surah At-Tahreem, verse 8

TR | SKIR5E ,’a\ﬁE’Jﬁ‘éﬁﬁ K
MRERM - MERESESEREM

( RFAE66 : 8)
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o B Harvesting Trip in Lantav Island

group turned the dining hall into a prayer hall .

where they performed Zuhur prayer led by Imam
Sulaiman Wang.

After the prayer, the group members were taken to &
the field and watched how the rice was being £
harvested. Some members later bought organlc
vegetables freshly cut from the field.

The group then visited Tai O famous tradi-
tional stilt houses by boats before boarding

=> ' the coach back to Wanchai.

/e ‘_G“CL\G‘ -e. <0

-

| ’J’fg;@"&b&dﬂ U)_m!,fajjuﬁ\ L{.-:

Rabbana atmim lana noorana waighfir lana innaka
AAala kulli shayin gadeer
" Our Lord ! complete our light for us and forgive us.
Surely,You have power over all things "

Surah At-Tahreem ,verse 8
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RISEAP Goneral Agsombly

This year the 17th Regional Islamic Da'wah Council of Southeast Asia and the Pacific (RISEAP) General
Assembly was held in Singapore between 3th and 5th October 2017. Members from Southeast Asia and

the Pacific attended the meeting. The Islamic Union of Hong Kong who is one of the members of

RISEAP also attended the conference.

The Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore,
His Excellency Mr. Teo Chee Hean, was
the guest of honor at the opening of the
meeting. Mr. Teo delivered a key-note
speech on “Strengthening Religious
Harmony in Southeast Asia and the

Pacific”.

During the 3-day conference, various current topics were discussed including the present situation in

Myanmar where the Rogingya Muslim were persecuted.

A new Executive Committee was elected during the General Assembly.

69th Anmual General Meeting

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong held its 69th
AGM on 10 December 2017 in the Seminar
Room at the Masjid Ammar and O. R. Sadick

Islamic Centre.

As there were no new nominations, the five V™
retired members serving in the General Coun-

cil of the Union were re-elected unopposed for

a new 3-year term.
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Sports Activities Organized by Islomic Union

The Sports & Recreation Committee of the Union has
been organizing sports activities for both Muslim boys

and gitls.

Only recently through the effort of the Chairman of the
Committee, Bro. Jaffar Hussain, a volleyball team has
been formed with nearly 20 Muslim girls registered and

they've been actively practicing their skill under the

Free Tutorial Closs

The Islamic Union Education Committee started a free
tuition for Form [II students in Mathematics since Septem-

ber last year.

The tutors are Muslim students from the local Universities

who took time off every Saturday.

Due to its popularity, it is being considered by the Com-
mittee to expand
the subjects to
cover more local
students who are
their

weak at

subjects.

guidance from a Muslim brother, Abraham Rahman who
is a qualified volleyball coach. Bro. Abraham who has
retired from the Correctional Service Department was

also a physical instructor.

The plan for the team is to take part in friendly matches
with schools and also to take part in tournaments organ-

ized by the Hong Kong Volleyball Association.

Meanwhile, the boy's hockey team is playing extremely
well in the 3rd Division league tournament. At present

they are in the top 4th position.

In order to encourage the boys further, the Committee
took the team to take part in a tournament organized by
the Royal Bangkok Club in the Thai capital in November.
Haji H. L. Hei, a local businessman, sponsored part of the
expenses for the boys (all students) so that they can take

part in the tournament.

Two Days Camp

A two-day camp “ Islam - The Way of Life ” was held
on PHAB camp from 16 to 17 December 2017 by IU
Da’ wah Committee. There were more than 100 partici-
pants, some of them were from Guangzhou. The
programs in the two days camp included archery,
basketball, table-tennis, wheelchair experience game,

BBQ and Islamic lectures.
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The Union Supports Food Drive for the Homebess

Serving Islam Team launched their first ever food drive for the homeless
which was a great success. The campaign was supported by the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong and Muslim Council of Hong Kong by providing

financial and logistical contributions.

About 150 food packets were distributed within Sham Shui Po area of
Kowloon by a group of volunteers , on a Sunday in December, 2017.
“Amongst the best deeds are to feed the poor and the deserving and to

greet those whom you know and those whom you do not
know”-Bukhari.

There are many such a hadith where Muhammad (SAW) instructed us to

look after the poor in our vicinity.

The volunteers distributed the food packets among the community. It

resulted in bringing together many more volunteers to contribute

towards this great cause.

Serving Islam Team look forward to bring the community together in

collectively making da'wah as a key part of life.

JSLAM & CHRISTIANITY WORKSHOP

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong in conjunction with Serving
Islam Team (Hong Kong), conducted a workshop on Islam &
Christianity.

The speaker Bro. Wael Ibrahim, is the founder and the former
President of Serving Islam Team (Hong Kong).

According to Bro. Wael, the idea of the workshop was not to

debate with Christians, but rather to equip Muslims with neces-
sary knowledge when encountered with Christian missionaries

who intend to spread hatred and belittle Muslims’ faith.

The highlight of the workshop was several non-Muslim who
attend the two-day event converted to Islam at the end of the
2nd day. As Allah (SWT) is the best planner, He surely had the
best plan laid.
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The Annual International Chari-

ty Food Fair organized by the Islam-

/ ic Union of Hong Kong during the
two-day seasonal holiday ended by

A raising a total of $60,000.

‘The money raised is for Sadaqa (charity) which

will be spent for the poor and needy people, not

only for Hong Kong but also overseas.

Organizations and individuals including Pengajian
Ibu-Ibu DWP KJRI HK, Royal Brunei Airlines,
Pakistan Women Association, Donergene Global
Foods Limited, Muslim Filipino Association HK,
Helpers of Islam Group, Halaqah Saturday,
Halagah Sunday, Let Pacific Food, Yat Sin St. Indo-

nesian Sisters, Nassera Lacarne, Iman Halal Food,

.

Capital Café, Xi’an Restaurant, Islamic Cultural
Association, HK Muslim Women Association,
Chinese Muslim Association, HK Yunnan Muslim
took part in selling various kinds of halal food
products over the period. Specially made food
representing different countries were prepared by
the participants. These food were selling like ‘hot

cakes’, and sold out in a short time.

The Royal Brunei Airlines sponsored two return
tickets from Hong Kong to Brunei to the lucky

draw winners.

It is hoped that by the grace of Allah (swt), IU will

make this popular event as an annual affair.
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Usit by Guangdong Tolamic Association

A five members delegation from the Guangdong Islamic
Association headed by the Deputy Director, Madam
Chen Yanhua, paid a 3-day visit to Hong Kong.

During their visit which was hosted by five Islamic
organizations including the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong, the delegation visited various Masjids and held

discussion with officials from different organizations and

exchange ideas.

A group of 19 students recently graduated from a three-month “Tai Chi” course organized by the Youth,

Education and Sports Committee (YES).

The course under a qualified instructor, Haji Hakim Ha Yau Cheong, has been conducting for several

years and have attracted many followers. The course conducts on the rooftop every Sunday at Masjid

Ammar & O. R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

The guest of honour for the graduation ceremony was Haji H. L. Hei, a leading member of the Muslim

Community and also an active member of the Union.
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Myanmar: Mass graves of Rohingya Muslims found in Rakhine

o

WASHINGTON (AA): The United States and United Nations voiced
concern Thursday after a report detailed extensive mass graves in
Myanmar’s western Rakhine state.

The Associated Press (AP) led the investigation that uncovered what it
said are at least five previously unreported mass graves in the conflict-rid-
den area.

“It was a mixed-up jumble of corpses piled on top of each other,” Noor
Kadir, a 24-year-old firewood collector, told the AP as he recounted his
discovery of two sites.

The Myanmarese government denies carrying out mass slaughter of the
persecuted minority Rohingya Muslims in the region, but the AP’s report
indicates a “systematic slaughter” it said has been carried out by
Myanmar’s military. The AP said the mass graves it uncovered are just the
latest piece of evidence of genocide being carried out by Naypyidaw.

Reacting to the “extremely troubling” report, the UN said it “underscores
the need for the UN to have access to Rakhine state”.

“We don’t have the access we would like to have, and it’s very important
for us to have access to verify these reports,” said Stephane Dujarric, the
spokesman for Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

The U.S. said it is “deeply troubled” by the report, echoing the UN’s
concerns over the lack of access to the region.

“We remain focused on helping to ensure the accountability for those

s

responsible for human rights abuses and violations,” State Department
spokeswoman Heather Nauert said.

“With the help of forensic experts, an investigation would help provide a
more comprehensive picture of exactly what happened. The world needs
to know exactly what happened there.”

More than 650,000 refugees, mostly children and women, have fled
Myanmar since Aug. 25, 2017 when Myanmar forces launched a bloody
crackdown.

The Rohingya, described by the UN as the world’s most persecuted
people, have faced heightened fears of attack since dozens were killed in
communal violence in 2012.

At least 9,000 Rohingya were killed in Rakhine state from Aug. 25 to
Sept. 24, according to Doctors Without Borders.

In a report published on Dec. 12, 2017, the global humanitarian organiza-
tion said the deaths of 71.7 percent or 6,700 Rohingya were caused by
violence. They include 730 children below the age of 5.

The UN has documented mass gang rapes, killings — including of infants
and young children — brutal beatings and disappearances committed by
security personnel. In a report, UN investigators said such violations may
have constituted crimes against humanity.

-The Muslim News
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