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Ramadan @ “Eid-ul-Titr in a DS andemie

r'. ™ = ~ . Itwasaspecial and memorable Ramadan to Muslims

- o ¥ ] over the world. Due the COVID-19 pandemic,
most of the masjids were closed including Masjid
Al-Haram and the Al-Masjid an-Nabawi in the holy
cities of Makkah and Medina.

In Hong Kong, it was the first time in history that
TUHK was not able to provide iftar and organise
taravih prayers to the Ummah at Masjid Ammar &
O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre during the month of
Ramadan.

However, social distancing does not mean social
disconnecting, the Union has published a number
of Islamic talks online given by Imam Uthman Yang
in order to boost and enhance our Islamic spirit
especially during the holy month of Ramadan. These
videos can be archived in the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong Youtube channel (https://www.youtube.com/

user/iuhk).

After a thorough disinfection of the building
and the ease of social gathering restriction by the
government, Masjid Ammar was reopened on 11
May 2020 for five daily prayers and taravih prayer.

All praise to Allah, the Hong Kong Ummah
completed 30 days of Ramadan and celebrated
Eid-ul-Fitr on Sunday, 24 May 2020. Masjid
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IUHK Youtube

Ojnge News’ article

Ammar offered 3 Eid prayer sessions
with social distancing was g

observed in all the prayer /[ .

halls. 2B

On the day of Eid-ul-Fitr, a

local online news media “Orange -
News” visited Masjid Ammar

and O.RS. Centre to capture Hong Kong
Muslims celebrating Eid, for the full article,
please check: http://www.orangenews.hk/culture/
system/2020/06/12/010152212.shtml

May Allah accept the fasting and prayers from
Muslims around the world. Ameen.

Eiﬂ nrayer photos courtesy of 0range News.
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accepting Islam is ‘I believe there is .
none worthy of worship except Allah [ !
and Mohammed is His messenger.” i
so said Mufti Ibraheem Mohammed
Tufail. Mufti Ibraheem was speaking @
at a ceremony on 19 January 2020 |
in the Seminar Room of Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
I[slamic Centre where thirty nine
brothers and sisters joined our ever
expanding community of Muslims

by reciting the Kalimah Shahadah.

The 3 male and 36 female converts
came from three different places
with 4 from Hong Kong, 1 from

Italy and 34 from the Philippines. g

Organised by Da'wah Committee
of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
in conjunction with the Helpers of
Islam Group (HIG) and Halagah,
the function began before a large
gathering with recitation of verses
from the Holy Quran by Hafiz ©*
Rashid Nomani. This was followed ]
by a short talk on Islam by Mufti
Ibraheem.

Following Mufti Ibraheem’s rtalk, |z
Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief ®
Imam of Masjid Ammar, conducted
the ceremony by calling on the

converts to recite the Declaration of
Faith.

After recitation of the Kalimah Shahadah, Haji
Kasim Ma Fung Wai Chairman of the Da'wah
Committee, presented to the converts, souvenirs
consisting of one copy of the Holy Quran, one

Newsletter

Ustaz Ishaq Ma Chao Xing a
Da'wah worker of the Union, then
said a Dua following which group
photographs were taken and light
®® refreshments served to the more
s=m than 150 participants.

£ Of the 39 converts, 8 learned
B [slam from the Union’s Da'wah
® Committee while 31 learned about
the religion from the HIG.

| Established in 1993 by Hajia
Madeenah M. Molina, HIG was
formally registered under the
Societies Ordinance in 2003. In
| October 2019, the organization

b celebrated the 26th anniversary of
g its founding. The current president
of HIG is a convert, Bro. Yusuf
Bautista.

' Comprising brothers and sisters
- from the Philippines, members of
HIG are very active in the field
¥ | of da'wah and in charity work
: N especially in the Philippines.
Since its formation, it has been
responsible for converting over
3,000 non-believers to Islam.

In 2018 the group had an active
membership of about 50 who usually congregate
in Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre where they
conduct classes on Islam in a room on the fifth floor.

The main objective of HIG is to provide Islamic
knowledge to English speaking converts, especially
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those from the Philippines.
Since 2003 it has been
teaching the converts
how to pray and
| organizing  Qurdn
reading, Arabic and
¥/ Islamic  knowledge
B/ classes every Sunday
; / from 1la.m. to 1p.m.
These activities are very
beneficial to the converts.

HIG also organizes livelihood programs such as
sewing, computer and flower making classes with
the aim of providing the sisters a skill to earn an
honest and decent living when they leave Hong
Kong. Aside from these, the group actively support
and participate in activities of the Union such as
street da’wah, lectures and food fairs.

In his talk to the gathering Mufti Ibraheem said that
the first words are about “Tawheed” which simply
means the Oneness of Allah — the Arabic name
for God in Islam. For the whole universe, Allah is
the only Creator, Maintainer. He is unique in His
attributes and He alone is worthy of worship. He
himself has mentioned about His uniqueness in

Surah Ikhlas.

Continuing with his talk Mufti Ibraheem said Allah
had mentioned very clearly that He is unique, and
there is none like Him. All are dependent on Him
and He is dependent on none. Tawheed requires us
to realize that everything is in the control of “The
One’. He has called Himself an ‘eternal refuge’ in
the above chapter of the Qur’an. For us to complete
our Iman and Tawheed we must turn to Him in
ease and comfort. “We pray that Allah make us true
believers of Tawheed and may He make us more

kind in our dealings. Ameen!” said Mufti Ibraheem.

One of the most active Indonesian Muslim
organization in the territory, Halaqah was founded
on 10 January 2003 by a group of sisters who
attend prayers on Sundays in Masjid Ammar. After
its establishment, Halaqah appointed Ustaz Abdul
Muhaemin bin Karim a Da'wah worker of the
Union, as advisor and Sister Endang Mahsuri from
Kendal, Central Java, Indonesia as its first president.
Since the beginning, the activities of Halagah were
carried out in Masjid Ammar.

A voluntary organization established to undertake
religious, welfare and community development
projects. Halagah works closely with other
organizations especially the Union particularly iftar

during Ramadhan.

With an active membership of about 400 Indonesian
sisters the organization arranges teaching of Islam by
Ustaz Muhaemin; sewing classes by Sis. Sri Briati,
English classes by Sis Lutfi Laili and computer
classes by Sis. Shanti Anggraeni. From time to time
it arranges outdoor activities such as trips to Guang
Zhou, Shenzhen and interesting places in Hong
Kong. Visiting inmates in shelters and correctional
institutions are part of Halagah’s core programme
as well as visiting patients in hospitals. Other
activities of the organization include providing aid
to orphans, victims of natural disasters in Indonesia
and in other Muslim countries.

The organization is most
grateful for the support A6
and encouragement o8
given by the Union all / &%

these years.
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As partofitseffort to spread the message
of Islam as a religion of mercy and
compassion, the Da'wah Committee
of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
(the Union)distributed face masks to
members of the mostly non-Muslim
community in Hong Kong.

In the first part of this exercise, carried
out on Wednesday, 25 March 2020, a
total of 1,180 masks were handed out
to 118 people over 60 years of age — all
Chinese.

-
) The recipients were first required
register to with the Committee and

° were then informed to collect the

® - masks — wrapped in packet of 10 each

M = — outside Masjid Ammar and Osman

Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre where
staff of the Committee were on duty
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Those, who did not register with the
Committee but who turned up fo
the masks, were asked to provide thei
contact details so that Committee
could include them in the next exercise.

The second part of the exercise was
carried out on Sunday, 12 April 202
at which 570 masks were distributec
to 57 recipients in the morning while
another 320 masks were handed outin
the afternoon to 32 recipients. Again
there were those passer-by who did not
register and once more they were asked
to write down their contact details §
that they could be included in the
next exercise. In all 2,070 masks wert
handed out to a total of 207 people'-
many non-Muslims.

C

The masks were donated by the
Liaison Office of the Central Peopl€’
Government in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region. The Union are
most grateful for their donation.

| i||'l'll|u"‘-'"l-"ll'll'l
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Indonesian Delegation Visits the Union

A delegation from Indonesia recently
visited the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong (the Union). The five member
delegation was from Nahdlatul Ulama
(NU) the largest Muslim organization
in Indonesia.

Led by Bro. Ahmad Syauqi, the

delegation arrived at 10:45 a.m. on

the visitors to the Union.They were then
given a briefing on the events leading
to the construction of Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic
Centre; on the work of the Union and
on activities organized by the Union for
Indonesian Muslim domestic workers
in the territory.

Saturday 11 January 2020 and was met
by Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai, Chairman
of the Unions Dawah Committee,
Bro. Abdul Muhaemin bin Karim,
the Union’s da'wah worker and other
Council members. Other members of
the delegation were Bro. Nur Rachman,
alecturer at the An-Nawawi Foundation,
Bro. Teguh of the Indonesian Consulate
in Hong Kong, Sis. Malihatul Masnuah
and Sis. Masnuah Baedlowi.

On behalf of the Union, Bro. Muhaemin

speaking in Bahasa Indonesia, welcomed

Haji Kasim Ma then briefed the visitors
on da'wah activities organized by the
Union not only for non-Muslims but
also for the Indonesian sisters for whom
computer, English, handicraft and
sewing classes were arranged.

The visitors were also given a briefing on
charity work done by the Union outside
Hong Kong particularly in Cambodia,
China, Vietnam, Pakistan, India, Sri
Lanka, Indonesia and the Philippines.
In particular the visitors were briefed
on the assistance given to orphanages in
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Indonesia.

The visitors also showed keen interest
on the work being done by the Union
for the Muslims in Macau and on the
work of the various Indonesian Muslim
organizations there. In particular, they
were briefed on the work of two of
the largest organizations — Matim and
Halimah — which managed shelters,
organized Quran and sewing classes and
other religious activities for the more
than 6,000 Muslim sisters in Macau.
The visitors noted
the assistance
given by the
Union in setting
up Halaqoh one
of the most active
organization  in
Hong Kong and

in Macau.

In response to the briefing, Bro. Ahmad
who is Chairman of the An-Nawawi
Foundation in Serang, Indonesia and
is the son of Bro. Maruf Amin Vice
President of the Republic of Indonesia,
expressed his thanks and appreciation to
the Union for meeting them and for the
warm hospitality shown to them.

He praised the Union for playing a
significant role in dawah and charity
work and was impressed by the Union’s
current activities not only in Hong Kong
but in Macau and elsewhere as well.

He hoped that the Union could be a
model for other organizations to follow
and suggested that the Union establish

contact with the Ulama Council of
Indonesia to exchange views,
operation and share experience in future.

Co-

At the conclusion of the meeting Haji Ma
presented Bro. Ahmad with a souvenir
after which the visitors were taken on a
tour of the building and observed sewing
classes in operation. Following a simple
lunch at the Islamic Centre canteen,
they performed Zuhur prayers in Masjid
Ammar and departed Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre at about 2:00 p.m.

Nahdlatul Ulama
is a traditional
Sunni Islamic
movement in
Indonesia and
was  established
in Surabaya on
31 January, 1926.
The NU is the
largest independent Islamic organization
in the world with estimated membership
ranging from 40 million in 2013 to over
90 millionin2019. NU alsoisa charitable
body funding schools and hospitals as
well as organizing communities to help
in alleviating poverty.

of NU are ardent

of Islam Nusantara in

Some members
advocates
Indonesia which promotes moderation,
compassion, anti-radicalism,
inclusiveness and tolerance. Some of
the Indonesian Muslim organizations in
Hong Kong are affiliated to NU which
on 20 June 2014 formed a branch in the
territory.
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’ _ Onthe 12th January 2020 (Sunday),

% a Pregnancy talk was organized in

* collaboration with Health In Action

on the precautionary measures

% to avoid and risks during

< pregnancy. Ms.  Winnie

N ey 3. Tong, a registered nurse, and midwife

YA ~ conducted the educational talk

on the complications that might occur

during pregnancy and how to prevent |-

- “p them to protect the health of both the |

: .- mother and their babies. She also shared

% some nutritional tips and lifestyle

" choices moms-to-be have to stay

s ¥ healthy during one of the most

A } thrilling and worrisome times in

& , their lives. A Q&A session followed the
g talk.

ﬁg a8 The talk was joined by 35 participants
r ¢ at the Seminar Room, Masjid
# Ammar, and O. R. Sadick Islamic

¢ Centre.

. Sisters-only events organized by
& f Y.E.S. committee continue to

¥ LS - provide opportunities for sisters
/¢ around Hong Kong to build their

@ social network through sharing their experiences and ideas, discuss
" the matters that concern their local communities, and much more.

| &; % 'There are more events planned this year for sisters, inshaAllah.
-
[ 4
f
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Suspicion is a detestable act; it puts you
amongst those who have doubts in what
they do and those who are unstable. From
suspicion, a devilish thought can come forth
which often leads you to hurt the innocent,
punishing them without a cause.

Evil suspicion comes from an empty heart and
a weak faith, and the domination of the heart
over its owner such he allows his hearing, sight
and heart do his bidding and this is what the
Noble Qur’an forbids: “And follow not that
of which you have no knowledge. Indeed, the
hearing, the sight and the heart — about those
entire one will be questioned.” (Al-Isra’: 36)

A real Muslim will not venture

oy L ¥ 11 ] &
into what does not concern MM"W [ li “I “ : ]im ¥

him, and will not give his
limbs a free rein in what
will hurt the slaves of
Allah. Abu Hurayrah
(ra) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah

(saw) said: “Be wary of

is the most untruthful speech. Do

not spy on one another, do not compete for
the world, do not be envious of one another,
do not be angry with one another, do not turn
your backs on one another; be unto yourselves

brothers, O slaves of Allah.” (Muslim)

Suspicion makes the thoughts go in different
directions, all of which are misguidance. The
heart and intellect of the suspicion person do
not reflect his form. If anybody were to carry
out a righteous act, he will see it as purely an
evil deed. If all the people were to gather help
him and bring him benefit in his religion,
he will accuse them of bribery, cheating and
depending on his perceived opponent.

The Quran distinctively describes this kind

3OO OO OO OS>

! -
suspicion, indeed suspicion ]m%;mﬂiﬁ

of people, and passes a far-reaching message
about them. The Qur’an reminded them of
their past when they were not Muslims —
when they were far away from Islam — and
how Allah bestowed His bounty upon them

when they became Muslims.

The Qur’an rebuked them for their thoughts
about a people who declared their faith: “O
you who believe! When you go to fight in
the cause of Allah, verify the truth, and say
not to anyone who greets you (by embracing
Islam): “You are not a believer,” seeking the
perishable goods of the worldly life. There are
much more profits and booties with Allah.

Even as He is now, so were you yourselves
before till Allah conferred
on you His favours.
M. Therefore, be cautious in
L discrimination, Allah
is ever Well-Aware of
® what you do.” (An-
Nisa’: 94)

The aim of the prohibition
from suspicion is preventing
what may come outofitin terms
of societal ills and psychological
problems which may affect the
suspicious person himself. It is highly difhicult
to build a free society through individuals
trained to follow faults of others and visit
them with harm. The rancour and hatred in
the heart of the suspicious person informs of
a society shattered from the roots and dry of
compassion. A |
society wherein
one hand can
build and a
hundred others
will destroy what

the first hand has
built.

>

Ustazd Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk

> OO OO OO

w W W

il W W e . . . . .
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Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported:

The Prophet (4&) said, "The similitude of
one who rememﬁs his Rubb and one who
does not remember Him, is like that of the
living and the dead."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

ERFT iR e — ARSI - &N (REB
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In November 2019, Mr.
Yasir Naveed and Mr. [Fr 2= 00
Anwar Ul Hagq, 2 young
professionals from Hong
Kong, were selected for
the Nelson Mandela ®
Leadership Program [
2019, organized by the &
Sinan Wren Foundation. F&
Sinan Wren Foundation
is a thought leadership
organization based in the
United Kingdom and
Turkey. The participants
had to go through
a rigorous selection |
process that includes -
a written application
that  covers  issues
from politics, finance
and organizational |
management; followed
by 2 interviews to
shortlist participants.

The program was held ;
in Istanbul, Turkey from o Lot
15th - 20th December,

2019. Sinan-Wren Coaches
work with global participants
through a comprehensive and
very intense 5 day programme
« that seeks to build leadership
) & through a  muld
. polar approach. By
'®, focusing on case
studies about

*leading

hip Pragram 2019

a global corporations,
4 historic and  topical
| worldevents, showcasing
challenges as well as
solutions deployed
by governments and
! NGOs whilst honing in
. on the ability to work
B in an entrepreneurial
international team, the
participants leave with
having been part of
£ a unique experience.
W The highly integrated,
W\ comprehensive, and
| challenging curriculum
focused on the complex
dynamics of building
and running an end-to-
end business; measuring,

analyzing, driving,
and communicating
performance; and
~ contributing to
organizational success

on a higher and more
strategic level.

Both the participants from Hong Kong
had managed to secure scholarships to
cover the tuition fee of US$6000 and the
accommodation. The Islamic Union of
Hong Kong facilitated it further by being
generous enough to sponsor the travelling
and other miscellaneous expenses. Mr.
Anwar Ul Haq also won the “Best Performer”
for the program, as well as “Best Business
Idea”. Both Anwar and Yasir, aim to use this
training to fight the challenges being faced
by the Muslims and Islamic organizations in
Hong Kong, as well as nurture a community
of leaders to establish a mark of Muslims in
social and corporate sectors.
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Taimoor Khan, a local Pakistani boy, is the first non-
Chinese registered Chinese Medicine Practitioner in
Hong Kong. He is also a qualified acupuncturist.

Born in Attock, Pakistan, in 1991, Taimoor’s family
moved to Hong Kong when he was two years old.
Taimoor developed his interest in Chinese herbal
medicine when he was studying at Yu Chun Keung
Memorial School No 2 in Pokfulam. In 2012, he
entered the Hong Kong Baptist University majoring

in Chinese medicine.

Five years later he graduated with honors as well as
another degree with honors in Biomedical Science.
Taimoor then furthered his study at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and obtained a Master degree
in Acupuncture. In 2017 he further strengthened
his knowledge at the Guangdong Province Chinese
Medical Hospital where he was assigned and practiced
Chinese medicine for one year. Taimoor is now
practicing in a clinic in Aberdeen, Hong Kong. He
goes to the clinic to see patients three times a week
while doing administrative work in other days. “I
don’t see any racial discrimination from my Chinese

ﬂe are pleased to

announce that a total
of 92 students have
been awarded the 2019
IUHK Scholarship
% Awards that

~ came
from various funds :- :
« $100,000 from  Karims =
Education and Scholarship
Fund

* $ 48,500 from Imam Maulvi
Ahmed Cheung Kwong Yee’s
Education and Scholarship
Fund

* $ 61,300 from Madam Yeung
Lai Kwans FEducation & =
Scholarship Fund

* $100,000 from K & V Bokhary Fund

A presentation ceremony was originally planned
for December 2019, but was cancelled due to
COVID-19 Pandemic. The IUHK YES Committee

patients  but  rather
curiosity as to why I
want to be a Chinese
medicine doctor.” said
Taimoor.

Fluent in four languages,
his native language being
Urdu, Taimoor also speaks
Cantonese, English and Putonghua. His multi-
language skill helps him to communicate with his
patients well. Taimoor is also a keen field hockey
player and is the captain of the Islamic Union Hockey
team. He also takes time out from his busy schedule
to study the Quran at Masjid Ammar and Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre.

Strangely enough, Taimoor’s younger brother, Ahsaan
Khan, is following in his footsteps and has been
studying Chinese herbal medicine in Guangzhou
for the past two years. He is expected to complete
his study in 3 years and will join his brother to be a
Chinese medicine practitioner in Hong Kong insha

7@ 1

, had then notified  all ~ ' ’
deserving students by email to
collect their awards during the
designated collection period.

The Union currently administers 12
education funds.

Chiang’s Family Education Fund;

Dr. Abbas K.K. Yeung’s Education

Fund;

Imam Maulvi Ahmed Cheung Kwong

Yee’s Education and Scholarship Fund;

K & V Bokhary Fund;

Karim’s Education and Scholarship

Fund;

Haji Abdul Mannan Rumjahn’s

Scholarship Fund;

Haji M.Y. Adal’s Education Fund;

Madam Yeung Lai Kwan’s Education

and Scholarship Fund;

9. Madam Yeung’s Education Fund;

10. Pau’s Benevolent and Education Fund;

11. Yeung Chi Ying’s & Yeung Lee Pui
Fong’s Education Fund;

12. Shareefa Abdul Curreem’s Fund

N —

S P T e



P14 Dhul-Qi'dah 1441 / July 2020

EVENTS

Newsletter
w

On 2 February 2020, the
Welfare Committee organised
an appreciation party to the
participated organisations,
individuals and volunteers.

Dr. Nisha Mohamed, Legal
and Tax Advisory Committee
Chairlady gave a welcome speech
in the beginning of the gathering.
Dr. Mohamed thanked the
participants on behalf of the
Union, she said, “The Union
has been heavily
involved in
welfare and
charity projects
not only i
Hong Kong but
also in overseas,
providing Bt

assistance to the needy and
underprivileged in the world
regardless their nationality, race
and religion.

We need a lot of resources to
carry out and maintain these
projects therefore your generosity
and support to the Union like
participating in the International
Charity Food Fair is a noble act
and we are truly appreciated.”

International

2019

Charity
Food Fair raised
HK$80,000
to the Sadaqah
Fund. The entire
amount will be
~ used in welfare
projects.
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10. and many anonymous

Wl

. —
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Kong SAR
Social Welfare Department -
Oxfam Hong Kong =3
Masjid Ammar Halaqoh
Sister Sharifa Leung
Ibu Khofifah Gubernur Jawa Timur
Rotary Club Wanchai

Wan Chai District Senior Police Call
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Thank you for Your support,
UHK's Welfare PrOJects
Januar\, June 2020
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