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Please show due respect for this publication
as it contains excerpts from the Holy Qur’an.

The Welfare Committee of the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong (the Union) recently launched an
appeal for funds to provide humanitarian aid to
victims of Typhoon Haiyan which struck the
Philippines.

In November 2013, super Typhoon Haiyan struck
the central part of the country with such ferocity
that it left nearly 10,000 dead, injured over
100,000 and rendered hundreds of thousands
homeless. Many people are still missing and
presumed dead.

To provide early relief to some of the victims, a
sum of $50,000 was remitted by the Union on 13
November 2013 to the Abdur Rahman Center, a
Muslim organisation in the Philippines with

which the Union has worked closely over the
years implementing various humanitarian
projectsin the country. In addition, medicine and
canned goods consisting of fish, meat and beans
were purchased and dispatched to the affected
areas.

The Union also launched an appeal for clothes
and these together with canned goods and medi-
cine, were sent free of charge through arrange-
ments made by the United Filipinos, Hong Kong.

As at the end of November 2013, nearly
$110,000 had been collected and seven jumbo
sized boxes containing medicine, canned goods
and clothing were dispatched.

Volunieers and the relief supplies purchasad
oy the Union’s Walfare Committeo
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Chief Executive Visits Kowloon Mosque

The Islamic Community in
Hong Kong has appealed to
the Honourable Leung Chun
Ying, Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative region to consider
young Muslims who has com-
pleted their education in Hong
Kong for employment in the
Civil Service.

Bro. Saeeduddin, Chairman of

the Incorporated Trustees of

the Islamic Community Fund

of Hong Kong (Trustees)

called on Mr. Leung, who recently
visited Kowloon Mosque and Islamic
Centre, to take into account the growing
number of young Muslims who were
eligible to join the administration. He
emphasised that they should not be
deprived of their role as citizens who
could contribute towards the develop-
ment of the city simply because they
could not write Chinese.

Bro. Saeeduddin said ethnic minorities
and their children faced problems learn-
ing the Chinese language and gaining
admission to mainstream Chinese
schools. He appealed to the Chief
Executive to consider students and
young people who have completed their
education in Hong Kong, are fluent in
spoken English and Cantonese and are
extremely talented, for employment in
the civil service.

“Their talents should not be wasted.
Competence and command of written
Chinese should not be compulsory and

Haji Saeeduddin introducing IU Chairman,

Bro. A.R. Suffiad to Mr. Leung

considered a requirement for Govern-
ment jobs.” said Bro. Saeeduddin.

Mr. Leung, the first Chief Executive to
visit the Kowloon Mosque and Islamic
Centre, arrived on 15 November 2013,
and was met at the entrance by Bro.
Saeeduddin, who took him on a tour of
the facility following which he was
introduced to other Trustees, repre-
sentatives of constituent bodies affili-
ated to the Trustees and to the Imams.

Bro. Saeeduddin in his welcome
address thanked the Chief Executive for
taking time from his busy schedule to
visit the Mosque and he then proceeded

to brief him on the work of the Trustees.

He said that the Trustees manage five
Mosques and two Muslim cemeteries,
provide religious education in madras-
sas and conduct introductory courses on
Islam. They were the sole authority to
issue halal certificates in Hong Kong
and at present, 56 restaurants, including

one in Disneyland and
one in Ocean Park, have
been issued with halal

certificates.

In his briefing, Bro.
Saeeduddin also
revealed that at the

request of the United
Muslim Association of
Hong Kong, the Trustees
were embarking on a
very important project to
construct a Mosque and
Islamic ~ Centre  in
Sheung Shui which would also include
an elderly care centre with 200 beds to
serve the community irrespective of
race or religion. This project is gener-
ously financed by the government of
the Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Chief Executive said he was
extremely pleased to meet those present
and appreciated the good work done by
the Trustees in managing the Kowloon
Mosque and Islamic Centre. He appre-
ciated the fact that the Muslim commu-
nity in Hong Kong is living in a peace-
ful and harmonious environment and
enjoyed cordial relations with other
communities including the local
Chinese people.

The Kowloon Mosque and Islamic
Centre is situated in Tsim Sha Tsui,
Kowloon and Mr. Leung is the first
Chief Executive to visit the Mosque
since the handover of Hong Kong to the
People’s Republic of China on July
1997.
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International Conference on
Human Rights and Family

Left: Representitives from five religions in Hong Kong; Middle: Imam Yang delivering a talk; Right: Professor Alberto Garcia from UNSCO
presenting souvenir to Imam Yang

The Third International Conference
on Bioethics, Multiculturalism and
Religion has been successfully held
recently, which was organised by the
UNESCO and Department of
Religion and Philosophy, Hong Kong
Baptist University. Imam Uthman
Yang Xing Ben attended the public
forum and gave a theme speech,
representing Hong Kong Muslim

This three-day conference gathers
bioethics  experts from Islam,
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucian-
ism, Daoism, Hinduism and Judaism
to discuss the complex relationship
between universal human rights and
cultural diversity in life sciences
based on Article 12 of the UNESCO
Declaration on Bioethics and Human
Rights (2005).

the relationship between human rights
and family. He quoted many verses
from the Holy Qu’ran and many
Hadiths to introduce the Islamic
views from seven aspects, including
rights of equity, rights of freedom,
rights of education, rights of property,
rights of privacy and reputation
protection, rights of starting a family.

Community.
In the address, Imam Yang talked on

Turkish Delegation visits ITU

A three-member strong delegation from the Turkey Scholarship
Council from the Office of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Turkey, paid a courtesy call to the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
recently.

The delegation headed by Mr. Kemal Yurtnag, was received on
arrival by the Chairman of the Union, Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Haji
Saeeduddin, the Vice-Chairman, Haji R.M. Omar, Hon. Secretary,
and several Council members.

Mr. Yurtnag accompanied by Ebubekir Kadri Biskinler, Mr. Aden
Gilinaydin and Ms Sibel Ipekkan, were briefed on the work of the
Union and the role in the educational field among Muslims in
Hong Kong. Mr. Yurtna¢ thanked the Union and was very
impressed with the Union’s role in the Muslim community in Hong Kong.

Turkish Delegation led by Mr. Kemal Yurtnag (fifth from the right)

He further hoped that Hong Kong could send one student to study in Turkey. The delegation was in Beijing, Haerbin and Shang-
hai for the International Graduate Scholarship Fair before coming to Hong Kong for a one-day visit.
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IU organises Hajj 2013

IU Hajj Group members in Mecca

IU Hajj Group members before departing

Da’wah Committee of the Union has jointly organised
Hajj this year with Koperasi Sejahtera Jeddah. The
group comprising of 19 participants left Hong Kong
which was led by Bro. Abdul Muhaemin Bin Karim
on 7 October 2013 for Jeddah. They were accommo-
dated at Ajyad Hotel near Al-Masjid Al-Haram in
Mecca until 20 October 2013.

While in Mecca they also visited historical sites such
as Mount of Thaur, Cave of Hira’, Mount of Rahmah
and Museum of two Holy Mosques. In Arafaat and
Mina the group was under the arrangement of Maktab
115 and put in VIP Groups.

After completing all the rituals of Hajj, the group left
for Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah to visit the Mosque
and the Tomb of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
During the 3-night stay in Madinah, the group visited
historical sites such as the Masjid of Qiba, the mount
of Uhud, the Masjid of Qiblatain, the Baqi' Cemeteray
and dates market.

On 25 October 2013 the group left Jeddah Interna-
tional Airport and returned Hong Kong on 26 October
2013.
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IU Annual
General Meeting

Office Bearers of the IUHK G

Chairman:

Hon. Secretary

Building Management Committee:

Da’wah Committee:

Bro. A.R. Suffiad

Haji .M. Omar

Haji M.A. Khan

Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai

The Union held its 65th Annual General Meet-
ing on 15 December 2013 at the Seminar
Room of Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre.

Information Technology Committee: Bro. Aminul Haque

Membership Committee Bro. Aminul Haque

Library Committee: Bro. Ali Mahomed

Publicity and Publications Committee: Haji Nasser El-Morshidy

More than 44 brothers and sisters turned up
for the meeting, which was chaired by the
Chairman, Bro. A.R. Suffiad. The current
Council members, Haji A.R. Karamdin, Haji
R.M. Omar, Haji Nasser El-Morshidy, Bro.
Fazal Dad and Bro. Aminul Haque were
re-elected to the Council.

Welfare Committee: Haji A.D. Khan

Co-ordinator, Staff Supervisory Panel: Haji M.A. Khan
Representatives on the Board of Trustees:  Bro. O.M. Arab

Council Members: Haji Najeem Khan

Following the AGM, the first Council Meet-
ing was held to elect Chairmen for respective
committees.

International Food Festival - A Big Success
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Left: Children were quite interested in the cholocate fountain; Right: Large crowd of brothers and sisters attended the event

Supported by the Union, the two-day
International Food Festival celebrat-
ing Eid-El-Adha came to a close with
great success.

Supported by different Muslim
organisations and institutes, all
proceeds, amounting to $22,852.20
donated to the Union’s Sadaqah Fund.

This was the first time such large scale
event staged in the Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre, and the event
can not be successful without the full
support from the Community.

During the two-day event different
kinds of cusine and food products
from different places and countries

were displayed and sold, including
Turkish, Indian, Pakistani, Bangla-
deshi, Chinese, Indonesian, Philip-
pino, Thai and Italian.

With the full support from the Union,
the event was held on the roof patio on
the 8/F of the Islamic Centre.
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eneral Council for 2013/2014

Vice Chairman:

Hon. Treasurer:

Canteen Monitoring Committee:
Education Committee:
Investment Committee:

Legal & Tax Advice Committee:
Medical Committee:

Sports and Recreation Commitiee:

Co-ordinator, Islamic Association of Macau:

Representatives on the Board of Trustees:

Couneil Members:

Haji Saceduddin
Bro. O.M. Arab
Bro. A. Moosdeen
Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai
Haji Saceduddin
Sis. Nisha Mohamed
Haji A.R. Karamdin
Haji M.A. Khan
Haji R.M. Omar
Haji Saceduddin
Bro. Fazal Dad

Outing for Madrassah Children

Volunteers distributing lunch to children

It was a beautiful day
when around 50 boys
studying Qu’ran at the
Masjid Ammar and
O.R. Sadick Islamic
Centre took time off
and went on an outing
in Sai Kung.

Accompanied by
volunteers and teach-
ers, the students assem-
bled in the Islamic
Centre and a special

coach took them to Lobster Bay (Lung Ha Wan) at the tip of Sai Kung

Peninsular.

After setting down in an exclusive and tranquil spot, the boys lined up
to collect their lunch specially made by volunteers. They later went out
to an open space when they enjoyed a game of cricket.

The party returned to the Islamic Centre happy but tired. The event was
organised by the Sports and Recreation Committee of the Union.

DU AA

at the end of a gathering

Arabic

TEIRV ey ;,S_U’ ) GBS

R RNV %u,\
f._Ll.‘l'lE._‘lj.li .;J : i

Pronunciation

Subhaana Kallaahumma Wa Bihamdik.
Ash-Hadu Allaa Elaaha Illaa Ant.
Astaghfiruka Wa Atoobu Ilaik.

English

O Allah! Glory and praise be to you.

I testify that there is none worthy of worship

except you.

I seek your forgiveness and I return to you in

repentance.

Chinese

FEW ! SRR A EY,

— VIR A R R !

P, bR 7RI ESZ SR
AR R, TR IR
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IU Hockey Team Won Praise in Bangkok

A 20-member hockey team of the
Union recently has been to Bangkok,
Thailand to take part in the hockey
festival held at the Royal Bangkok
Club.

As ambassador of the Union, the team
came 3rd in the 2nd Division of the
tournament and received high praises
from the 30 overseas teams and organ-
isers.

The IU team comprised of youngsters
also had never been abroad and senior
players together with their families.
They all paid for their own expenses
while the youngsters were supported
by their senior players.

On the day of their arrival which was a
Friday, the team immediately went
straight for Jumah prayer. The team
went to Haroon Mosque where they
were received by Imam Abdul Ahad
Thanarat Walcharapisud. After Jumah
prayers, the team was treated with a
sumptuous lunch consisting of mutton
biryani, salad and tea.

The players were briefed on the overall
Muslim situation in the Buddhist domi-
nating society. Imam Abdul noted that
Muslims were well-respected in Thai-
land and there are at present seven
million Muslims and over 300 Masjids
in Thailand.

“The number of Muslims is increas-
ing.” said Imam Abdul.

He invited Muslims from Hong Kong
to visit Thailand and build stronger ties
between Muslims in Hong Kong and
Thailand.

Later officials and players collected a

The Union is always looking after the needs of
our community and different Committees of the
Union are constantly finding ways and means
to organise events in the Masjid Ammar & O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre to offer services to the
Muslims.

The Union

in three conservative Jumahs

(Fridays) and Sundays, arrange promotional
sales of Halal pastries, bread, cakes and other
products which would be difficult to find in the
local supermarkets or wet markets.

IU Hockey Team in Bangkok

few thousands Hong Kong dollars and
donated to the Masjid.

The IU team was praised for their
sportsmanship and discipline by the
organiser and other teams and they
hoped that the IU team would return
again next year. The team was so popu-
lar among other participating teams
from other countries that they were
invited to play in Malaysia and Sri
Lanka next year.

The 2-day tournament ended with a
grand open air reception on the sports
ground where the presentation was
held.
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IU “Street Da'wah”

First Row: Indonesian sisters performed folk dance in the Wan Chai District event;
Second Row Left: Brother from Philiippines doing street Da’wah in Central; Second
Row Right: Volunteers in front of the booth of the Union.

Fifteen Filipinas embraced Islam
recently when two brothers, skilled in
da'wah, were in Hong Kong to propa-
gate Islam to non-Muslims.

Bro. Mohammed Islam and Bro.
Imran Umpad came from the Philip-
pines specially to reach out to the
many Filipinas working in the
territory.

They arrived in Hong Kong on 15
November 2013. The next day they
went to Shelly Street Mosque where
visitors to the Mosque were briefed
on the functions of a Mosque and on
the teachings of Islam. On 18 Novem-
ber 2013, they went to Kowloon
Mosque for the same purpose.

The most successful part of their visit
however was on Sunday, 17 Novem-
ber 2013. In central district, they set

up two tables and reached out to the
many Filipinas who frequent the area,
briefing them on Islam and handing
out literatures on the religion to them
until stocks ran out. As a result, 15
Filipinas embraced Islam and another
64 who wanted to know more about
the religion had their particulars taken
down.

The two brothers are working in
Bahrain and their visit to Hong Kong
was sponsored by Discover Islam,
Bahrain. Before their departure on 19
November 2013, they prepared some
recommendations on da’wah for
consideration by the Da’wah Com-
mittee of the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong.

More related activities were also been
held in Wanchai and Causeway Bay
Districts.

Forthcoming
Events

Lecture by
Dr. Jamal Badawi

@ 11 January 2014 (Saturday)
6:30 p.m.

® 12 January 2014 (Sunday)
2:00 p.m.

® 6/F Seminar Room, Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre

Observance of
the Birthday of
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)

® 13 January 2014 (Monday) (12
Rabi-ul-Awal 1435 Hijrah)

® 2/F Men’s Prayer Hall, Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre

“From MTYV to Mecca
How Islam Inspired
My Life”

BE PR B\ i
REISTT I BACRE :

Ry

i F-N

® 14 January 2014 (Tuesday)
6:30 p.m.

® 6/F Seminar Room, Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre
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My Hajj Experience
by Prof. Osman Yeung Yue Man
I feel doubly blessed in having cities, distinguishes itself in

completed my Hajj trip with my

wife in 2013. Despite the initial
hesitations and doubts on
Ameda's part, we were able to
complete the trip thanks to the
encouragement and assistance
from many individuals.
Secondly, the trip carries a
special meaning for me as not

only we completed our pious

duty as required of all Muslims,

but also I completed it for my
family. With me being a
descendant of the 11th genera-

tion of Muslims from our forbears in
the Beijing area, | simply followed the
footsteps of my grandma, father and
sixth uncle in having successfully com-
pleted my Hajj trip. I am the first in my
generation to embark on this meaning-
ful journey.

Many people have written about their
experiences and feelings concerning
their Hajj encounter, many from a
religious perspective. From my experi-
ence as a seasoned and global traveler,
I would simply reflect on what I saw
and viewed as special to be shared with
the reader.

As a student of cities, I found interests
in the three Saudi cities visited on this
trip, namely Mecca, Madina and
Jeddah, respectively the third, fourth
and second largest cities by population
size in Saudi Arabia. Mecca is the most
sacred city because of Kaaba, the
House of Allah, which had been
located there for centuries. Indeed,
Prophet Muhammad did his Hajj there
before he died. From old pictures of
Kaaba in relation to Mecca, it is clear
that the city had grown around it, with
only very few people and buildings in
the beginning. In other words, Kaaba
had been the anchor and most impor-
tant symbol of Mecca over the years.

CUHK Professor, Prof. Osman Yeung Yue Man
and his wife, Sis. Ameda Yeung

Because of the competing thoughts
between Islam, with the belief of Allah
as one God, and many polytheists
believing in many gods, Prophet
Muhammad had to flee Mecca for
Madina in order to escape from his
enemies for his personal safety.
Between Mecca and Madina, Prophet
Muhammad exerted his different
controls and influences. In retrospect, it
is hard to believe that he was able to
put Islam on a firm footing in just 23
years of spreading the religion before
he died. Mecca and Madina bear
witness today to different kinds of
influence of the Prophet.

Jeddah Airport

As Madina is free from the constraints
of geography, religious competition
and vicious group conflicts, it has
developed more orderly as a city, as
reflected in its more presentable town
planning and glimming tall buildings.
Jeddah, in contrast to the other two

having the largest airport in the
country. It is built to accommo-
date huge numbers of visitors to
the Hajj every year. In 2013, the
official figure of Hajj visitors
was 2 million from abroad who
came and left by the airport in
Jeddah. It was a sight to behold
when hundreds upon hundreds of
pilgrims in Thram dress (simply
two garments for men) going
through immigration formalities.
The city appeared orderly, with
its frontage on the Red Sea
valued for its views and water access.
The Floating Mosque, strategically
located along the waterfront, was the
most impressive building we visited in
Jeddah.

Crowd inside the Al-Masjid Al-Haram

I have visited countless cities in the
world, but nothing can be compared
with what I saw and went through in
Mecca. One can well imagine how
congested a city is with two million
pilgrims descending on it at the same
time. Traffic, accommodation, food,
water and so on as daily essentials and
life are pressed to the extreme. The
streets leading to Mecca's Al-Masjid
Al-Haram were crowded with people
and cars before and after the five main
prayers of the day. We went through the
experience daily either as passengers in
a car stranded on the main streets, or as
pedestrians finding our way to the
mosque or other destinations. The
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experience of holding on to a new
suitcase in front of the massive clock
tower building in Mecca and stranded
among people doing their Maghrib
prayers in the open air in front of
Al-Masjid Al-Haram is something we
will always remember. The grounds
around the Masjid were filled with
people who slept the night and at other
times during the main prayer times
performing their praying. Kaaba was
jammed with people almost around the
clock, as we were there several times
of the day and in many days.

Al-Masjid Al-Haram, Mecca

The local TV showed conditions at
Kaaba most of the time. I had special
appreciation and admiration of how
well Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Mecca
and the Prophet's Mosque in Madina
were architecturally designed and
constructed. Praying in them gave me
a lifting feeling that I never had before,

especially praying with people coming
from different corners of the world.
Yet we had the same purpose, same
ways of showing respects to Allah, and
ease of communication. In the Jumah
prayer we attended in Al-Masjid
Al-Haram, there was only standing
room in where we were in the shady
interior which was much preferred to
the scorching sun in the open square.
We got on well and exchanged infor-
mation with two pilgrims coming from
India.

To keep up with the ever-increasing
people coming to the Hajj, Mecca has
been modernizing its facilities to cope
with surging crowds for pilgrimage. In
Mecca's Al-Masjid Al-Haram, many
cranes have sprung up to signify new
constructions are under way to provide
for more people coming to pray. Simi-
larly, the pillars for stone throwing in
Mina have been rehoused in a modern
high-rise structure. Extensive and
well-equipped access routes have been
built, including one extensive tunnel
complete with an automatic pedestrian
conveying walkway for the entire
route for people going in either direc-
tion. These are some of the measures
to keep up with the time and to accom-
modate ever more people coming for

Hajj every year.

Street View of Mecca

Only during the Hajj trip one gets the
feeling and reason of how five prayers
a day can be dutifully carried out.
Even shops and government service
are closed when prayer times are
called. On the other hand, one feels
somewhat overwhelmed by the large
number of people who had to sleep
overnight on the street, in open
squares, or wherever they might find.
Overnight accommodation was simply
unable to meet demand. There were
also many beggars where crowds
abounded. Many, I was told, came
from as far as Africa, knowing
pilgrims were ready to give alms to the
poor. In all, it was a trip that has
brought many thoughts and new expe-
rience to us that are precious to us as
Muslims and as the first steps to
understand Saudi Arabia.

BBQ event in Chai Wan Masjid

Volunteers deliving lunch to participants

Participants enjoying a good time

It was a warm sunny day when a group
of nearly 200 brothers and sisters, old
and young took part in the ‘BBQ’ event
organised by the Union’s Sports &
Recreation Committee at the Chai Wan
Masjid during the seasonal holidays.

Special programmes were also
arranged for the children and their
parents.

Imam Tufail spoke on the subject
which a lot of Muslims in Hong Kong
asked themselves as ‘Why Muslims Do
Not Celebrate Christmas?”’.

The lunch consisting of Pulao rice,

BBQ meat, curry and milk tea prepared
by volunteers and staffs of Chai Wan
Mosque and Cemetery in the early
morning.

The day-long
event ended
with a Dua by
Imam  Haji
Sulaiman
Wang.

Imam I'uiail giving a Islamic short talk
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Hong Kong

Bonds of Faith

Singapore

Hong Kong's planned sukuk will pave
the way for Chinese corporates to sell
the debt in the city and pits it against
financial rivals London and Singa-
pore in the competition to become a
global Islamic finance hub.

"Hong Kong is the gateway to China,
which is a very unique proposition,"
said Baiza Bain, a managing director

at Amanie Advisors, a Kuala
Lumpur-based  Islamic  finance
consultancy. "The reason why

governments would be doing it is to
actually open the door for the corpo-
rates."

In Asia, Hong Kong will compete
with Singapore, which this year
became the region's top currency
trading centre. Singapore had S$130
million (HK$807.35 million) of
Islamic debt sales last year. That is
only about 1 per cent of the 326.5
billion ringgit of issuance in Malay-
sia, the world's largest sukuk market
and a pioneer of Islamic finance,
official data shows.

Hong Kong's move was probably
because of "a desire to maintain its
status as a leading financial centre for
both conventional as well as Islamic
finance", said Megat Hizaini Hassan,

Source: SCMP

Singapore firm launches travel site for Muslims

A new website for Muslim travellers
which includes a global directory of
halal restaurants and dedicated city
guides launched 18 December 2013
in a bid to capitalise on the growing
number of [slamic tourists.

Specialist Singapore-based firm Cres-
centrating said the site, which is
called HalalTrip.com, offers a wide
range of features for tourists wishing
to travel in accordance with the rules
of Islam.

Spending by Muslim travellers is
estimated to reach $200 billion by
2020, up from $126 billion in 2011.

Tourists can now search flights and
hotels on the English-language site as
a result of partnerships with online

reservation firm Booking.com, and
travel search engine Wego.com.

It also offers a global directory of
halal restaurants, mosques and ameni-
ties useful the Muslim tourist.

There are dedicated travel and city
guides to places such as Istanbul,
Beijing, and Kuala Lumpur, high-
lighting places of interest for the
Islamic visitors.

Other features will be added progres-
sively, including Arabic and other
language interfaces, the company
said.

Crescentrating already runs a website
which rates hotels, restaurants,
airports and other establishments
using such criteria as having halal

restaurants and prayer rooms.

This year, it launched a service that

allows Muslim travellers to determine

their prayer times and the direction to
which they should pray even while
they are in mid-flight and across
different time zones.
the head of the Islamic finance prac-

tice at law firm Lee Hishammuddin

Allen & Gledhill in Kuala Lumpur.
"The regulators in Hong Kong may
need to convince potential issuers,
advisers and arrangers to come to
Hong Kong to issue sukuk."

"The UK is more closely aligned to
Europe and the Middle East and Hong
Kong's natural alignment is to China
and the wider Asia-Pacific region."

Source: AFP
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Myanmar Turkey

Islamic head weeps over

Turkey lifts head scarf
plight of Rohingya

ban in state offices

The secretary general of the
world’s largest bloc of Islamic
countries said emotional visits
with members of the long-
persecuted Rohingya Muslim
community — chased from their
homes in Myanmar by Buddhist
mobs and arsonists — brought him
to tears. “I’ve never had such a
feeling,” Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu

said, as he and other delegates
from the Organisation of Islamic
Co-operaton wrapped up a three-
day tour to Myanmar that
included talks with its president.
He said it was the huge, emotional
crowds living in rubbish-strewn
camps outside the Rakhine state
capital, Sittwe, that made the
biggest impression. “I  was
crying,” Ihsanoglu said.

Turkey lifted a ban on women wearing the
Islamic head scarf in state institutions,
ending a decades — old restriction as part
of a package of reforms meant to bolster
democracy. The ban, whose roots date
back almost 90 years to the early days of
the Turkish republic, has kept many
women from joining the public work-
force, but secularists see its abolition as
evidence of the government pushing an
Islamic agenda.

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu,
Prime Minister of Turkey

Source: SCMP

Source: SCMP

Global

Muslims Celebrate
Eid-ul-Adha
Around the World

Muslims around the world celebrated
one of the most important dates in the
Islamic calendar, Eid-ul-Adha (Feast
of Sacrifice).

Special Eid prayers were offered in
every mosque in the morning and
followed by celebration with relatives,
family members and friends. In most
places sacrificial slaughtering of
sheeps, goats, cows and camels were
carried out.

In Hong Kong, even though it was not

a public holiday, muslims, young and
old, women and children dressed in
their best clothes, attended special
prayers in five local masjids before
rushing back to their offices and
schools.

Source: China Daily
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Importance of Seeking Knowledge in Islam

Lc

Nasser El-Morshidy
ahmednasserhk@yahoo.com

Islam has given great
importance to the process of
seeking knowledge. If we
look at the first five verses
revealed from the Holy
Qur’an, we can see that the
word “read” is repeated two
times, the word "pen" is
mentioned once and the
word "teach" is repeated
twice.

Let us have a look at the
following verses in Surah
Al-‘Alaq. “Read in the
name of your Lord Who
created. He created man
from a clot. Read and your
Lord is the Most Honor-
able. Who taught by the
pen. Taught man what he
knew not.” (Qur’an 96:1-5)

Islam makes it a religious
duty upon Muslims to seek
knowledge. Seeking knowl-
edge with the intention of
benefiting oneself and the

people is rewarded like
performing additional
prayers or fasting. The

Allah will exalt those who believe
among you, and those who have
been granted knowledge to high
ranks...My Lord, increase me in

knowledge.
Prophet (PBUH) said:
“Seeking Knowledge is an
obligation on every

Muslim.” (Ahmed)

Whoever seeks knowledge
and help other people to
learn will get unaccountable
rewards from Allah (SWT).
Allah (SWT) will grant him
high ranks in this world and
the Hereafter. "Allah will
exalt those who believe
among you, and those who
have been granted knowl-
edge to high ranks."
(Qur’an 58:11)

Knowledge is more impor-
tant than wealth and prop-
erty. No wonder, knowledge
is among the important
things which Allah (SWT)
directed Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) to pray that he
will be granted more of it.
Allah (SWT) says in the
Holy Qur’an: "And say: My

Lord, increase me in
knowledge." (Qur’an
20:114)

Having knowledge should

1)

not be a reason for being
arrogant. In fact, having
more knowledge about
ourselves and the world
make us feel more humble
before the greatness of the
creation of Allah (SWT). “It
is only those who have
knowledge among His
servants that fear Allah."
(Qur’an 35:28)

We ask Allah (SWT) all the
time for Paradise. Seeking
knowledge is one of the
things that will surely lead
us to Paradise. The Prophet
(PBUH) said: “Whoever
follows a path in pursuit of
knowledge, Allah makes
his way easy to paradise.”
(Bukhari)

Teaching others is one of
the good deeds that will get
us great rewards even after
death. Whoever leaves
behind beneficial knowl-
edge will get rewards as
long as people are still
getting benefits from his
knowledge. Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH) said:
“When a man dies all his
deeds comes to an end
except for three: an ongo-
ing charity, beneficial
knowledge and a righteous

son who prays for him.”
(Bukhari)

It is an irony that while
Islam recommends Mus-
lims to seek for knowledge,
the Muslim countries are
categorized among the
developing countries in the
world. In many Muslim
countries, the percentage of
illiteracy is 20 % to 30%.
Scientific research and
education get a small
portion of the yearly budg-
ets in many Muslim Coun-
tries.

However, this was not the
case during the long history
of the Muslim world.
Muslim countries were once
the most advanced countries
on earth. The Islamic civili-
zation was the greatest
civilization in the whole
world in the Middle Ages
and is considered one of the
main bases of the modern
civilization.

While the medieval centu-
ries are well-known in the
Western world as the Dark
Ages, they were shining
with knowledge and glory
in the Muslim world. Public
libraries, public hospitals

and  universities  were
located in different cities in
the Muslim World. Bagh-
dad, Damascus, Cairo and
Grenada were the centers
of learning in the whole
world.

There were many Muslim
scientists who had great
achievements in different
branches of science. For
example, Ibn Sina
(Avicenna) (980-1037)
was a great physician and
philosopher. Among his
most famous works is The
Book of Healing, a vast
philosophical and scientific
encyclopeadia. His book
The Canon of Medicine,
was used as a standard
medical text at many

universities in Europe until
the seventeenth century. 1

Ibn Rushd (Averroes)
(1126-1198) stands out as a
towering figure in the
history of Arab-Islamic
thought. He influenced
scholarship in both the
Islamic world and Europe
for centuries, and is best
known in the West for his
commentaries on Aristo-
tle's philosophy. Many of
his books were used in
European universities until
the nineteenth century. »

Al-Khwarizmi1
(Algoritmi) (780-850) is a
Muslim mathematician and
astronomer. He wrote
mathematical books that

collected and arranged the
discoveries of earlier math-
ematicians. Some words
reflect the importance of
Al-Khwarizmi's contribu-
tions to mathematics.
"Algebra" is derived from
al-jabr, one of the two
operations he used to solve
quadratic equations. s

Al-Farabi (Alpharabius)
(870-950) is  Muslim
philosopher and one of the
preeminent thinkers of
Islam in the Middle Ages.
He was regarded as the
greatest philosophical
authority after Aristotle. As
a philosopher and scientist,
he acquired great profi-
ciency in various branches
of learning and is reported

to have been an expert in
different languages. 4

We hope that the Muslim
World will be able to
restore the glory of the
Islamic civilization. The
Muslim  countries  are
obliged to achieve more
progress and have an
advanced place among the
countries  shaping the
modern civilization.
Indeed, Muslims should
regard achieving progress
in different fields of
science as a religious
obligation and a human
responsibility.
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Find time to
remember Allah

€ if our hearts and tongues are
always engaged in the re-
membrance of Allah, it is
harder for us to think about
doing something bad or to

Ahdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk

We all often get stuck in the
occasional queue at times
whether in the bank or in the
airport for check-in, and we
all walk to and from the
MTR station or the shops.
These are the perfect oppor-
tunities to do  dhikr
(remembrance of Allah) as
this is pretty much dead
time where we can’t do
much else.

Dhikr is simply remember-
ing Allah and can be done
quite easily amongst our
mundane daily activities. In
fact it is the easiest form of
worship as it does not

backbite or gossip.

require us to be in a state of
ablution and it can take
different forms.

The most common forms of
dhikr are reciting
subhanAllah, Alhamdulil-
lah, la ilaha illAllah and
Allahu akbar or many other
words and phrases that
glorify Allah; reciting His
names or reciting any
portion of the Qur’an that
we have memorized. In fact,
anything that reminds us of
Allah is dhikr.

What is the objective of
dhikr? First of all, it brings
peace to our hearts. Allah
said:“Without doubt in the

1)

remembrance of Allah do
hearts find satisfaction.”
(Ar-Ra’d: 28).

Most people in the modern
age are searching for the
meaning of life or for peace
of mind and contentment.
We, Muslims have the
prescription right here and it
is very simple. Ibn Qayyim
Al-Jauziyyah said:“There is
no doubt that the heart
becomes covered with rust,
just as metal dishes-silver,
and  their like-become
rusty. So the rust of heart is
polished with dhikr, for
dhikr polishes the heart
until it becomes like a
shiny mirror. However,

when dhikr is abandoned,
the rust returns; and when
it commences then the
heart again begins to be
cleansed. Thus the heart
becoming rusty is due to
two matters: sins and
neglecting dhikr. Likewise,
it is cleansed and polished
by two things: istighfar
(repentance) and dhikr
(remembrance).”

If our hearts and tongues are
always engaged in the
remembrance of Allah, it is
harder for us to think about
doing something bad or to
backbite or gossip. So,
dhikr protects us as well as
nourishing our souls. It
helps us focus on Allah and
diverts our attention from
our mundane problems and
difficulties. In fact, it is
more than beneficial for us;
we need to do dhikr for our
well-being.
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