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Eid ul-Fitr Prayer at Victoria Park

Hong Kong's Victoria Park was a sea of white
on Saturday morning, 18 July 2015 as members
of the city’s 300,000-strong Muslim commu-
nity joined millions across the globe in
celebrating Eid ul-Fitr, marking the end of
Ramadhan. The city’s mosques were also filled
with hundreds of Muslims as they greeted each
other with “Eid Mubarak”.

Special prayers were held in all the mosques

and Madrassahs in Hong Kong. Thousands of
Indonesian domestic helpers working in Hong
Kong requested permissions from their employers
to take leave to perform special prayers in various
public locations in Hong Kong, Kowloon even in
the New Territories. Large crowds turned up in all
five Masjids. Two Prayer sessions were organized
in Masjid Ammar, Wanchai, while three sessions
were held in Kowloon Mosque with a combined
total of 10, 000 people attended.
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Eid ul-Fitr prayer at Masjid Ammar’s ladies’ prayer hall.
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There was a large turn out for the annual Islamic Union Iftar Party for diplomats of Muslim countries based in Hong Kong,
leading SAR government officials and leaders of the local Muslim organizations on 24 June 2015.

The annual event is to express the Union’s appreciation for the support and assistance from the government, Consulate of
Muslim countries and local Muslim organizations.
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Madrassa boys help to spread anti-crime message

As part of the community service, a group of
Madrassa boys studying at the Masjid Ammar
and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre, assisted the
local district in spreading anti-crime messages
to the public.

Led by their teacher, Hafiz Rashid Normani, the
students assembled in the Times Square, Cause-
way Bay, where they were briefed by the Police
Community Relations officer, Ms Dorothy Neih
before setting out around Causeway Bay and
Wanchai distributed anti-crime leaflets to
residents and shopkeepers. Although everyone
of the youngsters were observing fast but they
were more than willing to contribute their assis-
tance to the community. The District Com-
mander Wan Chai, Mr. CHENG Yiu-mo talked
with the youngsters and gave them a word of
encouragement before the commencement of
the exercise.

Eid ul-Fitr Party

Organised by the Union’s
Welfare Committee, Eid
ul-Fitr party was held on
25 July 2015 at the Islamic
Centre Canteen for the
community to come
together to share the joy
and blessings of the com-
pletion of Ramadhan.

The dinner party included
a 10-course Chinese meal
with an amazing lucky
draw. The party was well
attended by members of
the Muslim community,
young and old, in regard-
less of race. Muslims from
all the local communities
united and made the party
the success that it was.

Foreign Students Impressed with Work of the Union

A group of Indonesian students studying in Malaysia paid a  work and the role played by the Union in the Hong Kong

courtesy call to Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre Muslim Community.
on 13 June 2015.

Led by their mentor, Rahmat bin Abu Seman, the 15-member
delegation from the Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS was met
by Haji Nasser El-Morshidy, the Chairman of the Union’s
Publicity and Publication Committee, Imam Uthman Yang
Xing-ben, Imam Sulaiman Wang and Council Members, Haji
M.A. Khan and Bro. Ali Muhammad.

Both Imam Yang and Haji Morshidy briefed the students on the

The students were very impressed on the work of the Union
and later in the Q&A session, the students asked many ques-
tions on the scope of work both in Hong Kong and overseas.

The delegation later toured the building and facilities before
they were treated with a “dim sum” lunch, the first ever for
these students to try the “Cantonese delicacy”. They left after
performing Zuhur Prayer.
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Bro. Zamurrud Khan, Patron-in-Chief of Pakistan Sweet Home,
visited the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union) recently as
part of his drive to raise funds for orphans in Pakistan who have
lost their parents due to natural disasters like floods and earth-
quakes.

The Pakistan Sweet Home which was established in 2009 with just
one orphan has 28 centres spread around the country and today has
3,300 orphans under its care.

Accompanied by Bro. Qamar Z. Minhas, Chairman of the Incor-
porated Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong
(the Trustees) and Haji Saeeduddin, Vice-Chairman of the Union,
Bro. Khan called at the Union on 1 May 2015 shortly before Juma
prayers.

Following the meeting with Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the
Union and other Council members, the Union decided to donate
HK$50,000 from the Sis. Fatima Hoosain Children’s Fund
towards the running of the Home.

Bro. Khan is a former Managing Director of the Home which
provides young orphaned children with food, shelter, education
and protecting them from extremists, terrorists and criminals.

A typical day of a child in a Home begins in the early hours of the
morning with performance of Fajr prayers after which they recite
verses from the Holy Quran and have breakfast. After breakfast

the children perform physical training following which
they attend tuition on academic subjects from highly quali-
fied teachers.

Lunch is served at 1:30 pm in winter and 2:00 pm in
summer. After a two hour rest the children play football,
cricket, volley ball and other kinds of sports under the
supervision of retired army officers. “Mother Maids” are
also present to keep an eye on their own group of children.

After sporting activities, the children proceed to their
rooms to complete their class work. Dinner is served at
about 7:00 pm. After dinner, the children watch television
following which they perform their prayers and go to bed.

The Union also appeal to members of the Muslim commu-
nity in Hong Kong to donate most generously towards this
noble cause so that these young boys and girls can have a
bright and better future.

Donations can be made either by cash at the Union’s
General Office on the 7th floor of No. 40 Oi Kwan Road,
Wanchai, Hong Kong, or by sending a crossed cheque to
this address made out to the “Islamic Union of Hong Kong”
and marked “Pakistan Orphans” on the reverse. Sponsor-
ship is also available at US$1,200 per child per year.

May Allah (SWT) bless you for your good deeds.
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Distinguished Pakistan scholar Shaikh Qari Syed Sadagat
Ali recently treated the congregation of the Masjid in Wan-
chai to a brilliant demonstration of recitation of verses from
the Holy Quran.

Qari Syed demonstrated his vocal skills before a large audi-
ence in Masjid Ammar after Zuhur prayers on Sunday 10
May 2015.

The programme began with Hafiz Rashid Nomani introduc-
ing Qari Syed to members of the congregation.

Qari Syed recited verses 38 to 48 from Surah Al- Ahzab
No0.33 of the Holy Quran. The recitation part of the
programme ended at 2:00 p.m. This was followed with a Dua
after which Qari Syed recited Naat joined in wholeheartedly
by the congregation.

At the conclusion of the Naat recitation, Haji Saeeduddin,
Vice-Chairman of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the
Union), delivered a short speech in Urdu in which he
thanked Qari Syed for demonstrating his skills.

Group photographs were taken and the party then proceeded
to the Islamic Centre Canteen for a simple lunch.

Shaikh Syed was born in 1949 in Pakistan and obtained his
basic Quran recitation education i.e. Tajweed during his
early childhood. Allah (SWT) has gifted him with a beautiful
voice which inspires listeners and enlightens Muslims as
well as Non-Muslims throughout the world.

In appreciation of his lifetime achievements and services, the
Government of Pakistan awarded him with “Tamgha-e-
Karkardagi”, which is a prestigious award.

Qari Shaikh Abd el Basit Abd el Samad of Egypt, a very

Demonstration
of

Quran
Recitation

well-known and renowned personality for Quran recitation,
listened to Qari Syed during his visit to Pakistan and was
highly impressed by his unique style and beautiful voice. Qari
Basit presented him with a special award - “Amama” and
welcomed him as a member of “Nagabat-ul-Qurra” in Egypt.

Qari Syed has received many awards and won many competi-
tions for recitation and memorization of the Holy Book.

Since 1970, Qari Syed has been the official recitor of Quran
in Pakistan Television Network (PTV) and since 1988, the
official Qari of the National Assembly and Punjab Provincial
Assembly in Pakistan.

Through the official TV Channel of Pakistan, Qari Syed, from
1982, taught children recitation of the Holy Quran. In honor
of his services, broadcasting institutions in Pakistan presented
him with various awards. The Quran recitation of Qari Syed
has been on air in many international TV channels including
IBN Islamic Channel, in the West Indies. Special recitation of
“Soora Al Rahman” with video has inspired more than 1000
non-Muslims to embrace Islam. Many well-known compa-
nies have recorded the recitations of Qari Syed so that listen-
ers can understand the meaning of the verses from the Holy
Book. In addition, Kuwait’s official radio has recorded his full
Quran recitation for broadcasting.

Qari Syed is the head of “Jamiat Sout-ul-Qurra International”
and is associated with the Central Government and Provincial
Government of Punjab province in Pakistan. Many of his
students have completed their Quran recitation education and
are spreading the light of Quran recitation in various parts of
the world.

The event attracted an audience of over 200 brothers in the
men’s prayer hall while a similar number of sisters listened
intently in the ladies’ prayer hall.
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Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief Imam of
Masjid Ammar, was invited to give a lecture on
“Islamic Culture” for students in Our Lady of the
Rosary Collage on 29 April and students in Hong
Kong Institute of Vocational Education on 8 June.
The informative lectures aimed to help students
have a better understanding on the Islamic
culture.

Observance of Isra’ and Mir’raj

The Union’s Da’wah Committee organized a
function to mark the Ascension of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) on 26 Rajab(15 May) at
Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

The function was held on the 2/F Men’s Prayer
Hall right after the Maghrib Prayer. It began with
the recitation of verses from the Holy Qur’an by
Haji Abdul Karim Muhaemin. Then all the broth-
ers and sisters read the Maulood recital led by
Haji S.E. Ismail, after which short lectures were
given by Hafiz Atig-ur-Rahman and Imam
Uthman Yang in Urdu and Cantonese respec-
tively.

The function ended with the Fatihah and Du’a by
Imma Sulaiman Wang.

The Union’s Da’wah Committee took part in the Global Messenger
Day on Saturday 16 May 2015. Our booths located in Central, TST
Park Lane & Victoria Park Basketball Court front.

Global Messenger Day was organized by iERA Mission Dawah. On
that day, thousands of Muslims from over 50 countries around the
world call people to get to know and love the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him).

Lectures by Imam Yang

Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief Imam of Masjid Ammar, has
been conducting classes and giving lectures on various aspects of
Islam leading to the commencement of the Holy month of Ramadhan.
The many topics include “Sharia Law” and “How to prepare for
Ramadhan”. These lectures and classes attracted a large gathering of
local Muslims.

Anyone interested in these topics can visit the Union’s website:
www.iuhk.org.
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Halagoh(Sunday) Study Group Graduation Ceremony

On May 2015, The Halagoh(Sunday) group
recently organized a graduation ceremony for
a total of 116 graduate domestic helpers who
completed their courses on Sewing, Ribbon
Bag and Crocket Handbag. These courses
were supported and sponsored by the Welfare
Committee of the Union.

The classes were conducted in Bahasa Indo-
nesia by experienced volunteer tutors. They
are Sis. Sri Biarti and Sis. Binit. The Welfare
Committee was grateful to those who volun-
tarily contributed their efforts and time to the
administration and operation of these classes.

"Understanding Islam” Course
Graduation Ceremony

The Union’s Da’wah Committee recently conducted a
six-week Islam course attended by over 30 Muslims and
non-Muslims. The courses touched on various subjects
involving many aspects as mentioned in the Holy Qu’ran and
Sunnah. On completion of the course, the students were
presented with certificates on 21 June 2015.

The Union’s Da’wah Committee organized the Lailatul Barat
(Night of Repentance) on Tuesday, 2 June 2015 (15 Sah’ban,

1436) this year in Masjid Ammar.

The function commenced right after the Maghrib prayer with

Lailatul Barat
(Night of Repentance)

the recitation of verses from the Holy Qur’ an by Hafiz
Atig-ur-Rahman, followed by Maulood recital by all
brothers and sisters.

Short lectures were delivered by Haji Abdul Muhaemin
and Imam Uthman Yang in English and Cantonese
respectively. The function ended with a Du’aa by Imam
Sulaiman Wang. The event ended for Isha Prayer and
later with light refreshmentsat the Seminar Room on the
6th Floor.
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Fasting in the

Month of Ramadhan

Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk

Allah says in the Qur’an: “O you who believe!
Fasting is prescribed to you as it was pre-
scribed to those before you, that you may
(learn) self-restraint.” (Al-Bagarah:183)

The holy month of Ramadhan is a blessed
month. Muslims all over the world should wel-
come the arrival of Ramadhan with cheer and
happiness for it carries blessings, forgiveness
and mercy.

Fasting is observed for one month every year.
During this fast man abstains from food and
water from sunrise to sunset in obedience to
the command of Allah.

This act is performed in order to reduce man’s
materialism and increase his spirituality, so
that he may be able to lead a truly spiritual life
in this world. In the process, he spends more
time in the worship of Allah.

Fasting awakens in man the feeling of grateful-
ness. The temporary deprivation of food and
water stresses for him the importance of these
things as divine blessings.

Then when he partakes of food and water after
having experienced hunger and thirst, he can
feel how truly precious is the food and water

provided to him abundantly by Allah. This
experience increases manifold his feelings of
gratitude to Allah.

Fasting produces moral discipline within
man. By restricting the basic things he
desires, the devotee is trained to lead a life of
self-restraint and not of permissiveness.

By having a curb put on his various desires
for one month at a time man is trained to lead
a life of self-restraint for the whole year,
making no attempt to exceed the limits set by
Allah.

What man does by fasting is engage himself
more and more in the remembrance and wor-
ship of Allah, and in the recitation of the
Qur’an. Thus fasting serves as a strategy to
increase the efficacy of worship. In this way
Allah accepts our worship in its heightened
form.

Fasting is, in short, a training course. Its pur-
pose is to place man on a special spiritual
plane for one month so that he may be better
able to lead the life of a true devotee of Allah
and a true lover of humanity.

May Allah (S.W.T.) accept our fasting and all
of our good deeds, amin.
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IU Delegation Visits Turkey

At the invitation of Anatolia Cultural and Dialogue Centre
(ACDC), a delegation from the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong (the Union) recently made a visit to Turkey. Led by
Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the Union, the delegation
departed Hong Kong late in the evening of 16 May 2015.

Whilst in Turkey, the group visited many places of histori-
cal interest including the Hagia Sophia Museum and the
Suleymaniye Mosque both of which are in Istanbul.

One of the highlights of the tour was the visit to Kimse
Yok Mu (KYM). Officially established in 2004 as a non
government organization following the devastating
earthquake which struck Turkey in August 1999, KYM has
from its original work of providing relief in cases of natu-
ral disaster, widened its scope to include projects of a
permanent nature. The name “Kimse Yok Mu” was coined
from the English crier of help from the victims of the 1999
Turkey earthquake during media coverage of that disas-
ter.

Arriving at its headquarter on 25 May 2015 the delega-
tion was met by Vice-Chairman Bro. Huseyin Fazlioglu,
and was given a briefing on its work, which included
disaster relief; humanitarian assistance; education;
healthcare; post-conflict / post-disaster developments
and water supply projects.

Following the briefing, the delegation was taken on a
tour of the warehouse where relief supplies were stored
ready to be flown out at a moment’s notice to places
struck by natural disasters. The visitors were also shown
an earthquake simulation machine.

However, the most impressive aspect during the tour of
the premises of KYM was their control room which had a
gigantic T.V. screen on one wall surrounded by another
15 or so smaller screens, all of which could simultane-
ously monitor all the major T.V. news channels of all the
major regions throughout the world so as to enable
those working at KYM to become aware at the earliest
time of any major natural disaster occurring anywhere in
the world thereby to provide relief by sending volunteer
relief workers to help.

The organization has carried out relief work in many
countries. Workers from KYM were quickly on the scene
after the tsunami hit Indonesia in 2004. The next year - in
2005 - KYM carried out one of the largest relief operation
in its history after the devastating earthquake hit
Pakistan.

In early November 2013 after typhoon Yolanda hit the
Philippines, relief workers from the organization were in

Tacloban- the hardest hit area - the next day.

Apart from some paid staff, KYM has over 46,000 dedicated
volunteers working in over 110 countries. Over the past
three years, KYM received more than USD250M in donation
from members of the public and its work has benefited
nearly 4 million people in many countries.

A non-profit making organization, Anatolia Cultural and
Dialogue Centre has been operating in Hong Kong for
nearly eight years having set up shop in 2007. The aim of the
organization is to foster dialogue and understanding
between people of different cultures and civilizations.

The delegation was in Turkey for about ten days returning
late on the evening of 26 May 2015, highly impressed espe-
cially with the work of Kimse Yok Mu.

The largest Mosque in Istanbul,
the Suleymaniye Mosque, was
built by renowned architect Sinan
on the order of Sultan Stleyman
(Stleyman the Magnificent).
Both are buried within the
complex.  Construction  work
began in 1550 and was completed
in 1558.

The Suleymaniye Mosque is not only a place of worship but is also a
charitable foundation. The Mosque is surrounded by its former hospi-
tal, soupkitchen, schools, caravanserai and bath house. This complex
at one time, provided a welfare system which fed over 1,000 of the
city’s poor - Muslims, Christians and Jews alike - everyday.

Today the Mosque is one of the most popular sights in Istanbul.
Tourists normally enter the Mosque from the inner courtyard after
taking their shoes off. Camera and flash is allowed in the Mosque.

In November 2010 the Mosque was re-opened to the public after a
restoration period of three years.

The Kocatepe Mosque is the largest Mosque in Ankara, the capital of
Turkey. It was built between 1967 and 1987. Its size and location
have made it a prominent landmark. The Mosque can accommodate
about 24,000 worshippers and is one of the largest in the world. Juma
prayers was performed at the Kocatepe Mosque together with over
20,000 worshippers.
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The Union organized free ‘Iftar’
Meals during Ramachan

The Union, as in previous years, organ-
ized free ‘Iftar’ meals to fasting brothers
and sisters in the holy month of Ramad-
han.

The Iftar was held on the 5th floor Islamic
Centre Canteen at Masjid Ammar & O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre every evening
throughout the whole Ramadhan.

The meals were prepared by cooks of the
Canteen and the food were offered free
by the Canteen owner.

The Iftar meals consisted of dates, fruits
and fried snacks. After Magrid prayers, a
meal of curry rice or non-curry item was
served. The distribution was manned by
the Union volunteers.

This year an average of 350 brothers and
sisters attended the Iftar meals during
weekdays and an estimated 1,500 plus
people in the weekends.

Top picture: 1U delegation with Bro.Faisal
Hu(middle), Sis. Nadya Chou(lst from
right), Taiwan Tzuchi Foundation; Middle
picture: 1U delegation with celebrity chef
Oktay Usta, Samanyolu TV Station;
Bottom picture: 1U delegation with Kimse
Yok Mu’s Vice president Huseyin
Fazlioglu(4th from left).
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IU Took Part in the Book Fair

Bro. Hasan Ma Jun from Gansu,  The Union for the first time took part in the popular Book
demonstarted the beauty of  pajr grganized by the Trade Development Council(TDC)
Islamic art at the Book Fair.

held between July 15 and July 21.

In conjunction with the Islamic Cultural Association, the
book stand was designed and arranged by Bro. Farouk
Bux. Volunteers from the two organizations, by rotation,
manning the booth and answering questions from the
public on various topics ranging from today’s politics to
religion. The books on display touched on different
subjects in English and Chinese. There were also book-
lets, pamphlets on Islam were distributed free to the
visitors.
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135-133 &l mee JI 39

“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide as the
heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous (133) Who spend during ease
and hardship and who restrain anger and who pardon the people - and Allah
loves the doers of good (134) And those who, when they commit an immorality

or wrong themselves, remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins - and

who can forgive sins except Allah ? — and they do not persist in what they have
done while they know. (135) Their reward is forgiveness from their Lord and
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide eternally; and

excellent is the reward of the doers of goodness”. Holy Qur’an 3:133-135

(FWE) Hg
RATEFASFREMO LT RILFATOLE, F[ELR])R
Z B R A8, (133) M [3RH £ T B fo FARAR AR
Z i |, FRIpHBKFRENA, ZEERFEH, (134)
HEWAIRT BRF LA TLHENE, kB Ahed A48T
FERIER il BRETEBEER? LAZLAKERER
%o (135) ((FHWLE) 3:133-135)
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"What is lawful is clear and what is unlawful is clear,
but between them are certain doubtful things which
many people do not know. So he who guards against
doubtful things keeps his religion and his honour
blameless. But he who falls into doubtful things falls
into that which is unlawful, just as a shepherd who
grazes his cattle in the vicinity of a pasture declared
prohibited; he is likely to stray into the pasture. Mind
you, every king has a protected pasture and Allah's
involved limits are that which He has declared unlaw-
ful. Verily, there is a piece of flesh in the body, if it is
healthy, the whole body is healthy, and if it is corrupt,
the whole body is corrupt. Verily, it is the heart."
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

“GHEYRHAR, RS A,
EoEZMAT 2R F (BWAW) | 7
2 NHAHIE . st 2 35, e T
HOR RS R (BUE LR ; §EEA
Mgtz &, MEREBEAIREZ BT o R AR
FIE BN, -PEW R, JHF &
—fHE T, &AH . ER LA
I AE A s ZEF ABENA—IRI, W
RERL, BESE R, WREHEE T,
R SREAIE T ZHA Bt T «BE
N

shai'in Qadir”

“O Allah! Forgive my errors, ignorance and
immoderation in my affairs. You are better
aware of my faults than me. O Allah! Forgive
my faults which | committed in seriousness
or in fun, deliberately or inadvertently. O
Allah! Grant me pardon for those sins which
I committed in the past and | may commit in
future, which | committed in privacy or in
public and all those sins of which You are
better aware than me. You Alone can send
whomever You will to Jannah, and You Alone
can send whomever You will to Hell-fire and
You are The Omnipotent”. [Al-Bukhari and
Muslim].

LRI A RARIE ISR ERIFTA
fnhl, LAMAR S RIE LA Sk o
LRI M SRR SR AL B BT SR R AL

"Allahumm-aghfir li khati‘ati, wajahli, wa israfi fi amri, wa ma Anta Fpggha sk Rk g Za L~

a'lamu bihi minni. Allahumm-aghfir li jiddi wa hazli, wa khata'i wa
“amdi, wa kullu Zhalika “indi. Allahumme-aghfir li ma gaddamtu wa
ma akhkhartu, wa ma asrartu, wa ma a’lantu, wa ma Anta a ' lamu bihi
minni. Antal-Mugaddimu, wa Antal-Mu'akhkhiru; wa Anta “ala kulli

ISR 2l ArsROREBERIAT AT R
PP ACRY AR, a2 A B AR AL Y
AN AR FEAE R ALR TR . V2R
IR R AT, IR AR, «EERID
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Source: aljazeera.com

Fragments of the Holy Quran said to be dated back close to the time of the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him) was discovered recently.

The Holy Quran, which was said to be the oldest in the world, is held by the Birmingham
University in the United Kingdom.

Following radiocarbon analysis by the University of Oxford, the manuscripts, written on parch-
ments, have been dated to from between AD 568 and 645, with 95 percent accuracy.

The results place the papers close to the time of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon Him),
who is generally thought to have lived between AD 570 and 632.

Source: templemap.hk; Written by Tom Bilinge

At the extreme south of Hong Kong island, in the secure area
of Stanley Prison, is an architectural treasure. If not for the
hard work and dedication of a select few, Stanley Masjid
would have fallen foul of redevelopment years ago. Thank-
fully, a hard fight was fought, a one-of-a-kind mosque was
preserved and the Antiquities and Monuments Office
conferred Grade 1 status on it, ensuring its protection for
future generations.

ing Grade 1 status on the building. Having guaranteed the
survival of Stanley Mosque, Mr Ahmed feels that his work is
complete. Hong Kong owes him a debt of gratitude.

The story doesn’t quite end there. A wonderful postscript
comes from the small madrasa. This year, one of the young
men who attended the school became a hafiz. A hafiz is one
who has memorized the whole Quran. He started at the incep-
tion of the school as a small boy and learnt from ABC, to full
completion. This success would not have been possible had
the authorities demolished the building. The mosque is more
than just bricks and mortar, albeit beautiful ones, it is a land-
mark of the Hong Kong Muslim cultural identity that will
thankfully be around for many more years to come.

In the 1920s, the British created the Hong Kong Jail Guard
Service and recruited guards from India, mainly Muslims and
Sikhs. In the 1930s, The guards requested permission to build
a permanent mosque. This permission was granted and
construction began. The guards not only contributed all of
the funds themselves, but also built it with their own hands.
Additional financial contributions were made by the Arculli
brothers, local Muslims who were connected with the prison.
Those with construction skills oversaw the part-time project
and the beautiful structure was completed between 1936 and
1937.

For visitors to Stanley Masjid, prior permission has to be
obtained for visit since it is located in a restricted area.

Regular Jumma prayers are held in Stanley Masjid and the
visitors have to inform latest by Monday by sending e-mail to

i . . Stanleymosquehk@gmail.com with their full name and HKID
Over the years, with the numbers of Muslim guards dropping card NO

due to retirement and the increasing number of local Chinese
recruits to the service, the mosque teetered on a dangerous

brink Visitors should stay in masjid’s premises and not allowed to
ink.

walk around the surrounding area.

Thankfully, the mosque had a champion. In the mid-1990s,
Mr Nesar Ahmed, a long term prison officer inherited the
duty of caring for the mosque from retiring colleagues. By
this time, pressure was on to prove that the mosque was
needed. Mr Ahmed sprang into action and due to his efforts,
a full-time Imam, Mr Afzal Khan, was appointed and a
madrasa (Quranic school) started in the mosque. He involved
the Incorporated Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of
Hong Kong (ITICFHK), who eventually subsidised the Imam
and fought in Mr Ahmed’s corner. All of this culminated in
the AMO assessing the mosque and a few years later, bestow-
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The Tragedy of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar

Thousands of impoverished Bangladeshis and Rohingya Muslims fleging oppression in Myanmar have tumed to
peaple smugglers, taking to sea in overcrowded, rickety boats in search of a hetter life. A crackdown earlier this month
threw the illcit trade into chaos, with some of the syndicates abandoning their human cargo at sea. Nearly 3000
migrants swam to shore or were rescued off Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand over the past 10 days fter the countries
refused to take in the boats. Malaysia and Indonesia have since relented, announcing that they would accept and care

for the boat people for a year,

source: SCMP

Hong Kong government sells second
Islamic sukuk bond to raise US$1.1 billion

Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun-wah speaking at a conference in
Hong Kong, where he has been an active supporter of Islamic finance as
the second sukuk bond was launched here.

Hong Kong Government has successfully sold its second
Islamic sukuk bond to raise US$1 billion in its latest effort to
promote Islamic finance in the city.

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority, which handled the
issue on behalf of the government, said on Thursday that the

issue was popular and it received US$2 billion in orders from
49 global institutional investors including central banks and
sovereign funds among others. The orders were double its
US$1 billion issue size.

The five-year bond was priced at 1.894 per cent, which is
lower than last year’s issue and is 35 basis points over 5-year
US Treasuries.

John Tsang Chun-wah, Financial Secretary of the city and who
has been promoting Islamic finance since 2007, said the two
successful issues of government sukuk bonds shows Hong
Kong could be a platform for Islamic bond offerings.

“Building on the momentum from the successful issuance of
the inaugural sukuk last year, the latest issuance strengthens
our relationship with global investors and demonstrates the
flexibility of Hong Kong’s Islamic finance platform,” Tsang
said.

The new government sukuk will be listed on June 3 in the
stock exchange of Hong Kong, Nasdaq Dubai and Bursa
Malaysia. source: SCMP
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Muslim community in Macao grows rapidly

The Muslims are among the oldest residents of Macao. They
first arrived as traders from Persia and the Middle East in the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644), before the Portuguese, and have
had a continuous presence ever since.

The first mosque was built in the 1880s for soldiers of the
Portuguese army from south India. During World War Two,
many Muslims from the mainland and Hong Kong took refuge
in Macao, which was neutral. The Islamic Association of
Macao (IAM) was established in 1935.

Over the last 10 years, the size of the community has increased
several fold to more than 10,000, with the arrival of 8,000 Indo-
nesians, most of them domestic maids, as well as people from
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, who work in the casinos,
construction, IT and the universities.

“When | went to pray in 1987, there were only four-five men
for prayers,” said Adnan Nasim, who arrived that year as a
student at the University of Macau and has stayed ever since.
He is now a senior administrative assistant in the Information
and Communication Technology Office of the university and
has made Macao home with his family.

“Now, at prayers on Fridays, there is no place to stand. It is
good to see many believers and not feel alone, separated from
people. We have a covered area for prayer and the outside is
open. People enjoy the space. People in Macao miss that. There
is a feeling of freedom, peace and closeness to nature. It
reminds us of the mosques we have at home,” he said.

The mosque is a tranquil place, with trees and grass, in front of
a track around the reservoir used by walkers and joggers. It has
separate rooms for men and women and has covered space for
about 100 people. The site also has an office of the IAM, a place
for washing before prayers and a court for volleyball.

The cemetery, which now contains 120 graves, was built in
1854. Itis very evocative. Islam requires the dead to be buried,
not cremated, within 24 hours and near the place where the
person passed away. In respect of this, the central government
makes an exception and allows the Muslims in the mainland to
be buried rather than cremated, as is required of everyone else.

A new grave is of Imam Junas Bin Amir Ahmad, a native of
East Timor, who served as Imam to the Macao community for
over 30 years until his passing in 2013. His brother served in
the city’s police force for 35 years.

During World War Two, the community grew thanks to an
influx of members from Hong Kong and the mainland to escape
the Japanese; they included a community from Zhaoging in

Source: Macau News

Guangdong province. After the civil war, some Muslims
from northwest China moved to Macao.

In the years before the handover in 1999, the Muslim com-
munity in Macao was several hundred strong. Some had
moved to Hong Kong or emigrated to Australia, Canada and
other countries.

Each year the Islamic Union of Hong Kong, which has
300,000 believers, provided about HK$150,000 to support
the community in Macao. They feel a sense of gratitude for
the good treatment and protection they received during
World War Two. While many in the colony were starving,
the visitors received rice and lentils from their brother Mus-
lims.

With the surge of the economy after the handover, every-
thing has changed. Thousands of foreigners have come to the
city to work. They include 8,000 Indonesian maids, as well
as Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Africans who work
in the casinos, security, IT and the universities.

The number of visitors has also increased, for business and
tourism.

As a result, the mosque is bursting with people on Fridays
and festival days; there is no place to stand. The site is also
used as a community centre, for weddings and other impor-
tant occasions.

“A growing number of Muslims are visiting Macao and look
for Halal restaurants,” said Ali Mohamed, a spokesperson
for the IAM. “So there are more restaurants looking for
information on Halal certification.”

“Macao is a good place to be a Muslim,” said Nasim. There
is no prejudice against them nor the hostile sentiment that is
growing in Europe and North America because of the atroci-
ties committed by Islamic State.
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What it means to be a Muslim

Remarks by His Majesty King Abdullah 11
Before the European Parliament
Strasbourg, France

10 March 2015

Our world faces an assault by terrorists with ruthless ambition.
The motive is not faith, it is power; power pursued by ripping
countries and communities apart in sectarian conflicts, and
inflicting suffering across the world.

Our victory now depends on our unity. Only by cooperation
can our regions shut down the sources of terrorist support and
defeat their purposes.

It is also essential that our regions renew the source of our
great strength: the mutual respect that binds and sustains us.
Young people, especially, must be inspired by values that
reject violence, create peace and build inclusive society. Let
me suggest three areas of importance.

The first is meaningful interfaith outreach, engaging people
where they live. A dialogue of respect is the rock-bed of all
societies. Attacking and excluding others, insulting other
peoples and their faith and convictions — this is no way
forward. The future lies in unity and respect, not division and
stereotypes.

This is why it is important to clarify what it really means to be
a Muslim. | and countless other Muslims, have been taught
from our earliest years that our religion demanded respect and
caring for others. The Prophet Mohammad, peace and bless-
ings be upon him, said: “None of you has faith until you love
for your neighbour what you love for yourself.”

This is what it means to be a Muslim.

Among the very names of God, we hear: the Compassionate,
the All-Merciful. All my life, every day, | have heard and used
the greeting, Assalamu aleikum — a wish for the other to be
blessed with peace.

This is what it means to be a Muslim.

More than a thousand years before the Geneva Conventions,
Muslim soldiers were ordered not to kill a child, a woman or
an old person, not to destroy a tree, not to harm a priest, not to
destroy a church.

These are the same values of Islam we were taught in school
as children: not to destroy or desecrate a place where God is
worshipped, not a mosque, not a church, not a synagogue.

This is what it means to be a Muslim.

These are the values | teach my children and they will hand
on to theirs.

My friends, | am outraged and grieved by the recent attacks
in some countries against Christian and minority communi-
ties. This is an offense against humanity as well as Islam.
Arab Christians are an integral part of our region’s past,
present and future.

The world’s Muslims have a critical role in global under-
standing. Our faith, like yours, commands mercy, peace and
tolerance. It upholds, as yours does, the equal human dignity
of every person — men and women, neighbours and stran-
gers. Those outlaws of Islam who deny these truths are vastly
outnumbered by the ocean of believers — 1.6 billion Mus-
lims worldwide. In fact, these terrorists have made the
world’s Muslims their greatest target. We will not allow them
to hijack our faith.

My friends, The second area key to global harmony is an
international system that gives all people the respect they
want and deserve. Again and again, | hear the question: why
doesn’t the world defend Palestinian rights?

Time after time, the peace process has stalled. Let me say
what the situation looks like in reality: more Israeli settle-
ment building, less respect for the occupied Palestinians.

This failure sends a dangerous message. It erodes trust in
international law and community. It threatens a pillar of
world peace: that conflict must be solved by political means
— not by force, not by violence. And it has given the extrem-
ists a powerful rallying cry. They exploit the injustices and
the lingering conflict, to build legitimacy and recruit foreign
fighters across Europe and the world.

It is time to think about the future, and how this ongoing
conflict will breed further hate, violence and terror across the
world. How can we fight the ideological battle, if we do not
chart the way forward towards Palestinian-Israeli peace?

Our countries, united, must provide the momentum and chart
the way forward towards a final, comprehensive settlement.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

A third critical effort is creating deeper hope. Radicalisation
thrives on economic insecurity and exclusion. To create
stakeholders in a peaceful world, people need opportunities
to fulfil their potential and build good lives. Helping them is
a powerful message of respect.

Source: http://kingabdullah.jo/
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Muslim wins Abercrombie & Fitch hijab suit

The US Supreme Court has ruled in favor of a Muslim
woman who claimed she was denied a sales job with
fashion retailers Abercrombie & Fitch as a teenager
because of her headscarf.

By an eight to one vote, the high court sided with the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC),
a federal government agency that sued Abercrombie on
behalf of Samantha Elauf, on the grounds she was
discriminated against because of the firm’s dress code.

“An employer may not make an applicant’s religious
practice, confirmed or otherwise, a factor in employ-
ment decisions,” the decision read.

source: SCMP
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