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Kuwait Scholars In Historic Visit -
To Hong Kong,

o

A A welcome dinner was held by Islamic Union of Hong Kong.

At the invitation of the General Council of the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong (the Union) two prominent scholars from the State
of Kuwait were in the territory recently to deliver a series of
lectures on Islam and meet members of the Muslim community.

Dr. Khaled 1brahim Khaled Al-Sharaf and Imam Khaled Saleh
Farhan Al-Saeid arrived in Hong Kong on the afternoon of
Wednesday, 11 January 2017. They were met at the airport by
representatives of the Kuwaiti Consulate and the Union’s Gener-
al Council.

The next day in the morning they visited the Islamic Kasim Tuet
Memorial College in Chai Wan where they interacted with some
students and had a meeting with the Principal, Sis. Zareenah Ho
on matters relating to the college including the subject of buying
a school bus. In the afternoon they visited Shelly Street Mosque
and in the evening ﬂ'ley were the guests of honour at a dinner
hosted by the Union in the Seminar Room.

(more on P. 2) | ; | ‘
Almam Khaled Saleh (left) and Bro. A.R. Suffiad.
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Kuwait Scholars In Historic Visit To Hong Kong 595

On Friday, 13 January 2017, Dr. Khaled led Jum'ah prayers
at Masjid Ammar and delivered the Khutbah. After prayers
they visited the Chinese Muslim Cultural and Fraternal
Association where Dr. Khaled Ibrahim delivered a short
talk on Islam and they were briefed on the work of the
Association. In the evening they were the guests of honour
at a dinner hosted by His Excellency, Khaled B. Al-Mutairi,
Consul General, Consulate General of the State of Kuwait

at his residence in Pokfulam.

A Imam Khaled Saleh(right) was giving speech while

Haji Nasser translated it.

The next morning - Saturday, 14 January 2017 - they met
members of the Union’s General Council and had a useful
and constructive meeting on matters relating to the propa-
gation of Islam.

In the afternoon, they attended a ceremony at the Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre on the presentation of certifi-
cates to those who participated in the Food Fair held on 25

and 26 December 2016 which raised $60,000 for Rohingya
Muslims and Syrian refugees. Following the presentation
ceremony, Dr. Khaled gave an hour long talk on “Islam —
the Religion of Peace, Understanding, Tolerence and Com-
passion”.
The talk was given in the Seminar Room to about 70

A Dr. Khaled Ibrﬁﬁim (right) was giving a talk on“Islam —
the Religion of Peace, Understanding, Tolerence and Com-

passion” while Imam Yang translated it.

students who attended the “Understanding Islam Course”
organized by the Union’s Da'wah Committee. At the
conclusion of the talk, there was a robust question and
answer session.

On the morning of Sunday, 15 January 2017, Dr. Khaled
lbrahim gave a lecture on “Steadfastness in Islam” to a
gathering at the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College.
Organised by Halagoh, an Indonesian Muslim organiza-
tion, over 300 brothers and sister attended the lecture.

A (left to right) Imam Khaled Saleh, Bro. A.R. Suffiad,
Haji Nasser El- Morshidy and Dr. Khaled 1brahim.
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Suffiad, Imam Uthman Yang, Haji Nasser E]—Morshidy were the guest of honor of the Scholarship Presen-

A(leFt to right) Bro. ]aFFar Hussain, Imam Khaled Saleh, His Exce“ency Khaled B. Al-Mutairi, Bro. AR. 5%
)

tation Ceremony.

In the afternoon Imam Khaled Saleh gave a talk on “The
Importance of Education in Islam” during the scholarship
presentation ceremony in the Seminar Room. Organised by
the Education Committee of the Union, scholarships were
presented by His Excellency Khaled B. Al-Mutairi to nearly
60 deserving students.

The next day- Monday 16 January 2017 — the distinguished
visitors visited the Mosque in Macau where they were briefed
by representatives of the Islamic Association of Macau on the
situation of Muslims in Macau and on plans to build the
Macau Mosque and Islamic Centre.

On the morning of Tuesday 17 January 2017, Dr. Khaled
Ibrahim gave a talk on “The Role of Youths in the Muslim
Ummah” to about 400 students at the school hall of the
Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College.

.
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The visitors departed Hong Kong for Kuwait on the after-
noon of Wednesday, 18 January 2017.

This was the first occasion learned scholars from Kuwait had
been invited by the Union to Hong Kong and it is hoped that
through this visit the relationship between the Muslim of
Kuwait and the Muslims of Hong Kong will be further
strengthened and improved.

7

Cultural and Fraternal Association .

A The two scholars also visited the Chinese Muslim 5}15
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Islamic Union Places High Priority on Education

The 1slamic Union of Hong Kong has always
regarded education for the young to be of a
very high priority, this was stated by the
Chairman of the Union, Bro. A.R. Suffiad.

Bro. Suffiad regretted that the Union was
unable to operate and run a school of its own
working in Hong Kong, Bro. Sufhiad was speak-
ing at a presentation ceremony of scholarship
for 59 students from 24 schools who
acclaimed high marks in their respective
schools.

"But despite the draw back, the Islamic Union
has, with assistance of a number of generous
benefactors and donors, 1sha-Allah, always
been committed to operating and administer-
ing quite a few education funds and using the
proceeds from such funds to grant education-
al awards and scholarship to deserving
students,” he said.

"The first revelation of the Holy Quran was
made to the Prophet Muhammad (p.ub.) in
the Cave of Hira outside Mecca in the year 610
(by Christian reckoning) when Muhammad
was 40 years old by the archangel Gabriel." he
said.

" The very first command given to Muham-
mad by the angel was "Iqra"--which translated
means "Read”. When Muhammad explained
that he could not read, the angel squeezed him
strongly and repeated the command to read
two more times. Then the angel recited to
Muhammad the first two lines of the Holy
Quran.

" Muslim writers on education point out that
the revelation of the Holy Quran to the Proph-
et began with those two first lines of the Holy
Quran which talk about reading, teaching,
knowing and writing."

" You will be able to find that in the first 5
verses of Sura Al-Alaq (Sura 96). Once it can
be seen the very first command given by the
Holy Quran is to read, and the first two lines
of the Holy Quran revealed to the Prophet talk
about reading, teaching, knowing and writing,
then it can be no surprise that education must
assume a very high importance in Islam.”

A Bro. Suffiad is proud that IUHK

"No dnubt it is FOI" tl"lis reason t]'lat n the is managing severa] scholarships‘

Middle Ages, the Islamic world was far
ahead of the rest of the world in all |
aspects of education, including mathe-
matics, the science, astronomy, the arts
and technology.”

The guest of honor at the ceremony was ="
His Excellancy Khaled B. Al-Mutairi, "i

Consul General, State of Kuwait in Hong Aivs SuFi"la et halgl

Kong, who presented certificates and awards P il

to the successful students.

The Istamic
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On Sunday,9 October 2016, another 3 brothers and 24 sisters
embraced Islam by reciting the Kalimah Shahadah before a
large gathering at the Haji Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic
Centre.

In an event with an international flavour, the 27 converts
came from four different countries with eight from Hong
Kong, one from New Zealand, one from Indonesia and seven-
teen from the Philippines. Organised by the Da'wah Commit-
tee of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union) in
conjunction with the Helpers of Islam Group (HIG) and
Halaqoh, the function began with the Master of Ceremony
Bro. Abdul Muhaemin bin Karim introducing the distin-
guished guests. This was followed with recitation of verses
from the Holy Quran by Hafiz Atiq-Ur-Rehman after which
Bro. Esa Ma Peicong gave a talk on Islam.

Following Bro. Ma's talk, Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief
Imam of Masjid Ammar; called on those from the Philippines
to recite the Kalimah Shahadah in Tagalog, those from Hong
Kong to recite in Cantonese, the one from New Zealand in
English and the one from Indonesia in Bahasa Indonesia.
After recitation of the Kalimah Shahadah, Haji Kasim Ma
Fung Wai, Chairman of the Union's Da'wah Committee,
presented souvenirs to the converts. The souvenirs consisted
of copies of the Holy Quran, books on Islam, key chains, pen,
‘compass, prayer mat, tasbih, prayer caps for men and prayer

rves for women. lImam Uthman Yang then presented
cups to Bro. Esa Ma, Imam Sidq Mi Wengang and

suf Wu Chunfu. Bro. Ishaq Ma, the Union’s daWail:

ker, then said a Dua Fo“omng which group ‘photograp

ken and light refreshments served to the nefar'ly 200-'

ticipants

More Welcomed to Islam

and Imam Yusuf Wu is the Imam of Waqas Masjid also in
Guangzhou. They were in Hong Kong to attend the celebra-
tion dinner held at the Chinese General Chamber of Com-
merce on Saturday, 8 October 2016.

Eleven of the converts learned Islam through HIG which have
for many years conducted classes for non-Muslims on the
religion at the Haji Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre.

In his speech to the gathering Bro. Esa said it was a great
honor to speak on this joyous occasion and to witness these
brothers and sisters begin their journey on the straight path
of Islam. “As we witness these new ‘lives’” he said, “we want to
congratulate them, just like the Prophet (pbuh) was
commanded by Allah to congratulate his companions. Many
verses in the Qur'an convey glad tidings to the believers who
do righteous deeds.” Bro. Esa congratulated the converts for
gaining the love of Allah. “Allah says in the Qur'an” he contin-
ued, “that He loves the pious, the righteous, the patient and
the ones who purify themselves. These attributes are built

upon the foundation of the Kalimah Shahadah.”

Continuing with his talk, Bro. Esa said the conversion was not
only a big moment for the brothers and sisters, but was also
a reminder for many of those who were born Muslims. “We
should appreciate this blessing as it deserves to be appreciat-
ed. Islam requires consistency, patience, continuous self-rec-
tifying and improvement. So let’s take the opportunity of this
ceremony to revaluate our spmtuaf state and renew our
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(Say: "O people of the Scripture: Come to a word that is just
between us and you, that we worship none but Allah, and

that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of us

shall take others as lords besides Allah. Then, if they turn

< JL_"L"‘{" it }\‘4‘9 (_lﬂji s ""g'nj'ht‘j’ away, say: "Bear witness that we are Muslims.") Qur'an: 3:64
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Give gifts and you will love one another

This was how the Prophet (saw) commanded; in just two
words made up of a condition and its result. Giving gifts
brings love; gifts precede love. This is the quick way for
whoever wants people to love him. Just give gifts to them and
they will love you. Wealth may become exhausted but not the
people.

So when you give gifts to the people, do not look at the worth
of the gift. If you do so, you will likely not give to anybody. Do
not emulate the people; they only give gifts on occasion. Such
gifts really bring any benefit to the receiver. Bring joy to
others by giving them something even if it were a small when

you visit them or they visit you. It may be a pen, a cake, a
book, fruits, and so on.

Gifts can make enemies refrain from their enmity. It can also
remove psychological problems which are engrained in the
hearts of humans which are spreading fast and difficult to
heal.

The story of Queen Sheba with Prophet Sulayman in Surah
Al-Naml illustrates that further:?” She said: .'Verily!' Kings,
when they enter a town, they despoil it, and make the most
honourable amongst its people low. And thus they do. But
verily! I am going to send him a present, and see with what
(answer) the messengers return.’ So when (the messengers
with the present) came to Sulayman. He said:” Will you help
me in wealth? What Allah has given me is better than that

which He has given you! Nay, you rejoice in your glft‘"'
(Al-Naml: 34-36)

This intelligent and smart Queen wa

\ 4

man and his army from occupying her country, and from
destroying her throne, thus she sent some gifts to Sulayman.
She never knew Sulayman was a Prophet sent by Allah. But
Sulayman rejected what the queen sent as gifts as was men-
tioned in the other verse.

Indeed the intelligent ones and those who possess the right
mental power are the only ones that employ this method in
dealing with people. It is a captivating method and a path
which leaves no enmity and blame after it. You will hardly see
someone that will refuse a gift even if there were any form of
enmity between him and the person that made the gift to
him.

"

The person whom the gift is made for would see that as an

excuse from the other person for what is between both of
them in terms of rancour. If he were to refuse the gift, his soul
would not let him be in peace; it will decry his strange
attitude.

So give gifts to people even if it were a small thing; do not be

covetous so that they would not do the same to you.

Abdul Muhaemin Karim

a muhaemin@yahoo.couk
e | P e >
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To show the concern on this issue, Islamic Union of Hong
Kong organized several public talks and fund raising functions.
On Dec 26, 2016, Imam Sulaiman Wang and Uztad Ishaq Ma
gave a talk on " The Forgotten people & Muslim situation in
Myanmar” at the 6 floor of Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre. Uztad Ishaq Ma talked about the history and
the current situation of Myanmar Rohingya while Imam Wang
shared the experience on taking part in providing aids to

Rohingya refugees. The audience showed positive response

and gave a big round of applause. A Uztad Ishag Ma giving a talk on the situation of Myammar Rohingya.

A total of 42 brothers and sisters of different nationalities, successfully
complete a 3-month Tai Chi Course organized by the Islamic Union's
Sports and Recreation Committee.

1t was the biggest Tai Chi Class so far. The class was introduced several
years ago and it is hoped that more and more brothers and sisters
could take part in the future for the benefit of their health.

The course is under the guidance of a qualified instructor, Haji Hakim
Ha Yau-cheong. A graduation ceremony was held recently where the
students were presented with certificates by Imam Uthman Yang
Xing-ben, Chief Imam of Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic
Center.

- P ; e . : I'. o
AHaji Hakim Ha Yau-cheong teaching Tai A The students were presented with certificates by Imam Haji Uthman
Chi every sunday. Yang.




Newsletter Jumad-ul-Thani 1438 / March 2017 P9

EVENTS
Senior Police Officers Visit IU

More than 40 police officers from the Wanchai District Crime
Unit(CID) led by Wanchai District Commander, Mr. Andrew Kan
Kai-yan made a courtesy call to the Islamic Union of Hong Kong.

The police delegation was received by the Chairman of the
Union, Bro A.R. Suffiad, and Council members including Haji.
A.R. Karamadin, Bro. Ali Mahomed, Haji Mohammed Khan and
Imam Uthman Yang .

The delegation was briefed on the work and role played by the
Islamic Union in the community affairs especially towards the
ethnic minority. Imam Yang then gave a briefing to the officers
about Islamic belief. After light refreshment, the visiting officers

proceeded to the Men's Prayer Hall and see for themselves how

praverswers beingperiemed beRore:thelr depuraune; A Bro. Suffiad (middle) and Mr. Andrew Kan (right) engaged in

a discussion.

A The delegation was briefed on the work and 1slamic belief.

Observance of the Birthday of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)

Observance of the Birthday of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon

him) Prophet ;'
' ...
On 11 Dec, 2016 ( 12 Rabi-ul-Awal 1438), a Maulood function was orga- M““nmmnn s ‘

nized by Da'wah Committee to observe the birthday of Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH) Birlllllav

The function began after Magrib Prayer at the 2nd floor Men's prayer Ul:p ‘é‘
hall with recitation from the Holy Qu'ran, which was followed by =
Maulood. a short talk was given by Hafiz Atiq-ur-Rahman in Urdu and
Imam Uthman Yang in Cantonese.

HAPPY MILAAD
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Tour to ICAC Headquarters

A Attendants enjoyed visiting ICAC Headquarters included the mock video interview room and identification parade suite.

A tour to the Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) Headquarters in North Point was held on Sunday, 20
November 2016 afternoon. The ICAC is the independent and
dedicated anti-corruption agency in Hong Kong. It fights
corruption through effective law enforcement, prevention and
education. This tour was organised by ICAC’s Community
Relations Department especially for the ethnic minority
communities.

The activity was conducted in English. The participants had
the opportunity to learn the history and establishment of

ICAC, visit the mock video interview room and identification
parade suite. And understand how corruption affects social
and economic development in a society.

The visit included a guided tour in the seldom publicly opened
exhibition gallery, followed by a talk on the structure and work
of ICAC. A tea gathering was arranged for participants at their
canteen. The Sports and Recreation Committee of TUHK
wishes to express its appreciation to the Hong Kong Police
Wan Chai District Police Community Relations Office for
arranging this event.
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IU distributed blankets
to the Needy

A Hajiah Madenh Molina(]eft)an TU staff Ms Angela
Sze(right) helped distributing the blankets to the needy.

The Welfare Committee of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
(the Union) recently distributed blankets to the underprivi-
leged and needy.

In the first project of its kind ever undertaken in Hong Kong
and by the Union, 310 blankets were purchased from the
Mainland. These were delivered to Masjid Ammar and Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre in Wanchai on Tuesday, 3 January
2017 and to Macau Mosque at Ramal Dos Mouros on the after-
noon of Wednesday 4 January 2017.

Beginning on Thursday, 5 January 2017 distribution of the
blankets was carried out in stages to 160 domestic helpers
staying in different shelters in Hong Kong. Distribution of the
blankets in Macau was also done in stages beginning on Satur-
day, 7 January 2017 and 120 domestic helpers staying in 9
shelters in the territory benefited.

Apart from inmates staying at the shelters in Hong Kong and
Macau, 30 regular recipients of monthly financial assistance
from the Union were given blankets.

The blankets were purchased at a cost of nearly $30,000 from
the Benevolent Fund as non-Muslims were also amongst the

recipients.

The Sacred and the Profane:
Dialogues at the River Delta

e

1 -%mm W!“(ﬂ'l the organizers had pl s
rehgmn for discussion would be Islam.

Dr: Frankel very kindly consented to speak at the forum that
was although not very heavily patronized but did attract a
group of academics and intellectuals and the local Portu-
guese media to attend. The talk and presentation was very
well received by the audience. '

After the talk there was a robust question and answer
session with some quite sharp questions thrown at Dr.
Frankel to which he gave a very exp]icit and well balanced
reply to prove the point that Islam was not a ne]igion of
violence but one of tolerance and peace and very contrary

to what has been displayed of the re]igion,

This is the first of a series of lectures and discussions could
to a certain extent bring out the true spirit of the religion to
non-Muslims and foster a better understanding for all and
promote harmony and well being among peop]e of different

re]igious beliefs, nationalities and cultural backgrounds.

"Islam as the middle path”

.<‘-
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Official Opening of Mosque in La Union, Philippines

Alhumdullilah! La Union Mosque in the Philippines was
officially opened on Saturday, 6 November 2016.

The opening ceremony began with recitation of verses from
the Holy Quran. This was followed by a short talk on Islam by
Ustaz Abdullah Daud who, when working in Saudi Arabia,
embraced Islam. An active daiee, Bro Daud, conducts lectures
at different Mosques in La Union and northern Philippines.

At the conclusion of Bro. Daud’s talk a question and answer
session followed during which one non-Muslim asked many
questions about the religion. After her questions were
answered, she immediately embraced Islam.

The Muslims then performed Zuhur prayers. Lunch was
then served and food packs presented to the participants.

Built on a 100 sq. m. piece of land donated by Bro. Ahmed
Abaga, President of llocandia Muslim Da'wah Association in
Naguituban, San Juan, the Mosque is of two stories and cost
about $550,000. The Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the
Union) donated $100,000 while the Muslims themselves have
so far raised over $300,000 leaving a shortfall of about
$150,000.

B'I'WConstruu:tlon

began on 1 Febru-
ary 2014, but due
to a shortage of
~ funds, the work
| Even though the
Mosque is only
partially complet-
ed, the committee
decided to use it

urgently for prayers
and for conducting madrassah classes for about 30 children.

Because of an increase in the number of Muslims in the area
and the interest in Islam shown by non-Muslims, a small
Islamic Centre has been included so as to provide a simple
facility for the propagation of the religion.

The opening ceremony was sponsored by the Union and
attended by nearly 100 participants — Muslims and non-Mus-
lims — many of whom expressed the hope that more funec-
tions be organized at the Mosque in future.

Open Day at Masjid Ar-Rahman

Alhumdullilah! An “Open Day” was held by the Management
Committee of Masjid Ar-Rahman in the Philippines on Friday,
28 October 2016.

The function began with recitation of verses from the Holy
Quran. This was followed with a speech by the Imam after
which the participants adjourned for Jumah prayers.

In his speech Imam Hassanoddin spoke on unity and grati-
tude. He stressed the importance of unity in the Muslim
world in the light of the sufferings of our brothers and sisters.
He emphasized the importance of collective dua - apart from
humanitarian assistance - to relieve the sufferings of those
affected. Although saddened by these atrocities, the Imam

said that one should always cling to the mercy of Allah (SWT).

“There are many ways we can show unity” he said “such as
praying in jamaat and helping each other in times of calamity
regardless of tribe, language and status in life. Although there
are problems in achieving this, the most important thing is
tolerance and patience.” The Imam also mentioned the aim
of the Open Day which is to show gratitude to Allah (SWT)

for giving them Masjid Ar-Rahman and by praying to Him to
bless the donors for their benevolence. “We are not grateful
to Allah (SWT) if we are not grateful to people”, he said. After
Jumah a simple lunch of rice, chicken, juice and fruits was
served to the participants. Food packets containing rice,
coffee, sugar and noodles were also distributed.

After lunch, the participants proceeded to the madrassah
managed by Al-lttihad. Those attending classes now number
more than 30 on weekdays but more attend on Sundays and
public holidays including recent converts to Islam. The
madrassah is in a dilapidated condition and the management
expressed the hope that a sponsor could be found to carry
out repairs. Situated in the suburbs of Manila capital of the

Philippines, the Mosque is managed by Al-lttihad Helpers of b

Islam Philippines Inc. a non-government organization which
has often assisted the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the
Union) with charity and da'wah activities.

The open day was sponsored by the Union and was well
received by the nearly 100 participants many of whom
expressed the wish that similar events be held in the Mosque
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Almam Uthman Yang Xing-ben explained the core

values of Islam.
On 7 February and 28 February 2017, Imam Uthman Yang
Xing-ben gave a talk on "Islamic Way of Life " at Wanchai Police
5 Station at the invitation of the Wanchai District Police Com-
5 munity Relations Office.

2 During the talk, lmam Yang exp]ainecl the core values of Islam,
3 | the five pillars of Islam, halal food, the lifestyle and practice of
== Muslims etc. After the talk was an open floor question section. S . gé — =

8 One audience asked what is the different between "Gu Lan A Khan Kai Yan, ChiefSuperintendent,Distl‘ictl
Ging( % i 4)" and "Ho Lan Ging( T #i4&) "(different Commander of Wanchai Police District(right)
translation in Chinese of Quran) ? Imam Yang replied that it is presented the souvenir to Imam Uthman Yang
4| due to the differences between "Quran” and "Koran’, English

" transliterations from the Arabic language . Both "Quran" and

% "Koran" mean the holy book in Islam, however "Quran” is

relatively more authentic

The one-hour talk was attended by 40 more police officers. It
is aimed at enhancing better understanding of 1slam from the
public including the police force.

The Da'wah Committee of Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the  other religious and retirees. The course included various
Union) organizes "Understanding Islam Course” twice a year.  topics and it was well received by the audience , every week
To promote the course, the Union put an advertisement on  there are new students come and register the course.

the newspaper. The most recent course started at January 14,
2017 and will end at April 1, 2017.

The speakers of the Course are: Haji Kasim Ma Fung-wai,
Chairman of the Union's Da'wah Committee; Imam Uthman
Yang Xing-ben, Chief Tmam of Masjid Ammar; Hajiah Zareen-
ah Ho, Principal of 1slamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College; Haji
Ma Wing-cheung, Vice Principal of Islamic Kasim Tuet
Memorial College and Sis. Tsui Kung-ha.

The student registered for the course are from various

sectors, some of whom are youths, teachers, believers of
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Symposium at Luyan Masjid, Philippines.

Once upon a time, not so long ago, the village of Luyan in
Pangasinan province in the Philippines was a strong-hold of
non-Muslims, There wasn't a Muslim amongst the popula-
tion of more than one thousand people.

This all started to change in 1993 when Alex Carlos was
employed by a construction company in Bahrain. In his
adopted home, Carlos came into contact with many Muslims,
and this led him to attend classes on Islam and to start read-
ing about the religion. Two years after arriving in Bahrain,
Carlos embraced Islam taking the Muslim name of Ahmed.

Bro. Ahmed returned to Luyan in 1997. Together with his wife
Fatimah, also a convert, they began actively to spread the
teachings of Islam among the population most of whom are
farmers. Because of their activities and the enthusiasm with
which they carried out their work, the couple was shunned by
non-Muslims and their efforts to build a Mosque met with
strong resistance.

Nevertheless they persisted. With a generous donation of
500,000 pesos (about HK$100,000) from one brother in
Bahrain, and after convincing the authorities, the first
Mosque in Luyan was built.

AThe symposium sponsored by the Islamic Union,
of Hong Kong. It was very well received by the more
than 600 participants

Aém. Muhalrr‘lmad Roce gave short talk onlthe relig?on.
After bringing non-Muslims to Islam, Bro. Ahmed started
follow up work to keep in touch with them organizing regular
classes on Islam not only for Muslims but also for non-Mus-
lims including some police officers. Literature on the religion
were also distributed when available and gatherings for

converts organized.

The Mosque has become the most important place for the
Muslims to congregate. An average of 20 worshippers attend
daily prayers while Jumah prayers attract a far larger congre-
gation of about 90. Many however could not participate
because of a shortage of space.

With financial support from the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
(the Union), summer classes are held for adults and youths.
At these classes students are taught how to perform ablution,
how to pray and other aspects of Islam. The opportunity is
also taken to teach the boys and girls subjects taught in their
schools.

The Holy Month of Ramadhan is a happy month for the Mus-
lims of Luyan as it enables them to break fast, perform
Maghrib and share a simple meal together. Needless to say
celebration of the two Eid festivals is particularly joyous.

Travel to remote areas for da'wah used to be by a motorcycle
with a side car which often broke down. With a generous
donation of $80,000 from the Union a second hand vehicle
was purchased. This has enabled da'wah to be done much
more quickly particularly in remote areas. Today the number
of Muslims in Luyan has grown to over 400 - all converts to
Islam.
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A Hajiah Madeenah M. Molina gave a short speech dﬁring
the Symposium.

At the request of many villagers - Muslims and non Muslims
- Bro. Ahmed organized a symposium on Saturday, 5 Novem-
ber 2016, commencing with recitation of verses from the Holy
Quran by Ustaz Fazal of Luyan Masjid, this was followed with
a speech by the village chief in which he called on those
present to respect people of other beliefs. Hajiah Madeenah
M. Molina then gave a short speech appreciating the good
work done particularly in the field of da'wah.

Bro. Khalid Bautista, Bro. Muneer Ahmad, Bro. Ahmed Carlos
and Bro. Muhammad Roce - a Jordanian married to a Filipina
and the only born Muslim among the speakers — then gave
short talk on the religion. As the participants were mainly
converts the speeches concentrated on the basic beliefs in
Islam.

Following a question and answer session one lady immediate-
ly embraced Islam while many showed interest in gaining
more knowledge about the religion. Lunch was served after
Zuhr prayers. For many this was the first time they tried
roasted beef. Aside from individual food packs of noodles,
coffee, candies and biscuits, canned foods were also given to
the participants if they answered questions on Islam correct-
ly. Such was the enthusiasm shown by the participants that a
separate Azan calling competition was hastily arranged after
Asr prayers for students of the madrassah.

The symposium sponsored by the Union, was very well
received by the more than 600 participants who expressed
the wish that Insha Allah! similar events will be held in future.
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A Grand Masjid Complex in Shengzhen Due to Open Soon

A multi-million dollar Masjid in Shenzhen is almost complet-
ed and Insha-Allah it will officially open soon, however the
prayer halls both for men and women have been in use for
daily prayers and Jummah prayer.

When it is fully operational The Masjid, situated in Mei Lin
Road Futian district can accommodate 3,500 worshippers at
any one time but during festive days, it can accommodate an
extra two thousands poeple.

Designed by the son of an Imam in Nanjing, the 4-storey
complex is modern with a tall minaret. It is divided into two
wings, the Mosque Complex and the Administrative Block.
The heaters are generated by solar energy for their hot water

supply.

The total area is about 10,000 square meter with the main
Men's prayer hall situated on the ground floor while the

Administrative Block consist of offices, library, competence

rooms and lecture rooms.

Specially designed hand-made carpet from pure sheep wool
from the Hui Autonomous region of Ningxia, China has made
ordered for the prayer halls and will soon made delivery to the
Masjid.

The whole Masjid complex cover an area of 6,600 suare
meters with a construction cost around to 50 million RMB.
The China government allocated 30 million RMB with the
outstanding amount of 20 million yuan was from donation
from Muslim's in Shengzhen, Hong Kong and overseas Mus-
lims.

However, there are still an outstanding amount around 2
million yuan for the interior fittings mainly for the Adminis-
trative Block.
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Myanmar army killed and raped Rohingya Muslims according to UN report

"'\".\‘ AR F attacks on police border posts on October 9, the UN report

said. The UN humanitarian office has recently put the figure
at 69,000.

Four UN investigators gathered testimony last month from
220 Rohingya victims and witnesses who fled the “lockdown
area” in Maungdaw in Rakhine for the Cox’s Bazar district in
Bangladesh. Nearly half reported a family member had been
killed or disappeared while 101 women reported having been
raped or subjected to sexual violence, it said.

The investigators took evidence including photographs of
bullet and knife wounds, burns, and injuries resulting from

Myanmar’s security forces have committed mass killings and
gang rapes of Rohingya Muslims and burned their villages
since October in a campaign that probably amounts to
crimes against humanity and possibly “ethnic cleansing”, the
UN human rights office said on Friday.

“The devastating cruelty to which these Rohingya children
have been subjected is unbearable,” UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad al Hussein said in a statement.

Around 66,000 people have fled from the Muslim-majority
northern part of Rakhine State to Bangladesh since Myan-
mar’s military launched a security operation in response to

In Somalia, a drought killed 110 people in just 48 hours

On Saturday, Somali Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire offered
another stark fact to illuminate the magnitude of the country’s
drought. At least 110 people have died in the previous 48 hours
in a single region of Somalia, he said in a statement. Most of
the victims were women and children, killed by waterborne
diseases. The families know the water isn't safe to drink, but
they have no choice: There are no other sources.

More than 5 million Somalis are in immediate need of food,
the UN estimates. Half the country’s population — 6.2 million
people — are at risk of famine if conditions do not improve
soon. Already, about 363,000 children are acutely malnour-
ished; 270,000 more are at risk in 2017. The UN warned
recently that there is only “a two-month window to avert a
drought catastrophe”.

The ongoing violence has made even small improvements
hard. Somalia was racked by decades of civil war, and
hundreds of thousands of people still live in camps for inter-
nally displaced people. Much of the country, including the
capital, Mogadishu, is under regular attack by al-Qaeda-linked
terror group al-Shabab. Additionally, aid agencies have only
limited access to al-Shabab-held towns and rural areas.
-Source: South China Morning Post

beatings with rifle butts or bamboo sticks.

Myanmar; a mostly Buddhist country where Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi is de facto leader, has denied almost all
allegations of human rights abuses in northern Rakhine and
says a lawful counter-insurgency campaign is under way.
Zeid called for a robust reaction from the international
community and said Myanmar must accept responsibility for
committing grave human rights violations against its own
people. The report said the attacks on the Rohingya “seem to
have been widespread as well as systematic, indicating the
very likely commission of crimes against humanity”.
-Source: South China Morning Post

Turkey: Hijab now permitted in Turkish army
According to Turkish Defense Ministry policy, female soldiers

can wear headscarves underneath their caps or berets so long
as ti'ley are the same color as their uniform and are without

patterns.

The regulation not only includes regular women military
officers and noncommissioned officers but also women
military cadets. The military was the final Turkish institution
where women were pmhibited from wearing the headscarf,
after reforms by the Islamic-rooted government under Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan that has allowed it to be worn in
education, politics and the police. -Source: The Muslim News
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OIC urges Myanmar to halt Rohingya persecution, plans

to send investigation team

OIC urges Myanmar to halt Rohingya persecution, plans to
send investigation team. The Organisation of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC), the world’s largest Muslim intergovernmental
organisation, on Thursday called on Myanmar to allow its
representatives access to troubled Rakhine State for an
independent investigation into claims of ethnic cleansing
against the minority Rohingya Muslims.

The OIC foreign ministers held a one-day “extraordinary
session” in the Malaysian capital to discuss the latest military
crackdown in northern Rakhine state that has displaced tens
of thousands of Rohingya. “They [the Myanmar government]
cannot ignore the voice of 1.6 billion people,” Malaysian
Foreign Minister Anifah Aman told a press conference at the
end of the meeting, referring to the total population of the
OIC’s 57 member states.

In their adopted resolution, the ministers asked OIC Secre-
tary General Yousef al-Othaimeen to “engage and coordinate
with the Myanmar government for a high-level delegation
from the OIC Contact Group to visit Rakhine state” and meet
with local officials and affected Rohingya. The proposal came
on the heels of similar one from the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations made last month during a special meeting of
Asean foreign ministers in Naypyidaw, Myanmar's capital,
held specifically to discuss the issue.

Pope prays for 'tortured’ Rohingyas
Pope Francis has asked for prayers for the Rohingya people in

Myanmar who are persecuted and forced to flee from their
homes.

He delivered his appeal during the weekly General Audience
asking those present to join him in prayers “for our Rohingya
brothers and sisters who are being chased from Myanmar
and are fleeing from one place to another because no one
wants them.”

“They are good people, they are not Christians, they are
peaceful people, they are our brothers and sisters and for
years they have been suffering, they are being tortured and
killed, simply because they uphold their Muslim faith” he
said. And together with the some 7,000 people present in the
Paul VI Hall in the Vatican, he prayed the ‘Our Father’ for all
exploited and humiliated migrants, and in a special way for
the Rohingyas.

The OIC is also urging
Myanmar to allow unim-
peded access for humani-
tarian assistance for the
Rohingya in Rakhine. The
OI1C will also work with the
United Nations and Asean
to develop and implement
B interfaith dialogues in the
' predominantly ~ Buddhist

country, according to the resolution.

In his speech to open the OIC meeting, Malaysian Prime
Minister Najib Razak warned that, if the conflict is not
resolved, Southeast Asia will not only see an influx of
refugees, but it also create a new front for terror groups such
as Islamic State to exploit and infiltrate.

Najib - said Malaysia will contribute 10 million ringgit
(US$2.25 million) to building infrastructure such as schools
and hospitals in Rakhine.

“Today, we have a new struggle that we must all come togeth-
er to support — for the Rohingyas, and for an end to the pain,
deprivation and death they have suffered for too long,” he
said.

-Source:South China Morning Post

Pope Francis was marking the Feast day of Saint Josephine
Bakita, herself a Sudanese slave who was freed and went on
to become a Canossian religious sister in Italy. She was
canonized in the year 2000.

Human rights groups have urged Myanmar's government to
back an independent international investigation into alleged
abuses by security forces against members of the Muslim
Rohingya ethnic minority, including killings, the razing of
homes and the reported systematic use of sexual violence.
The estimated 1 million Rohingya face official and social
discrimination in Buddhist-majority Myanmar, also known as
Burma. Most do not have citizenship and are regarded as
illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, even when their families
have lived in the country for generations. Violence in 2012
forced many to flee their homes, and more than 100,000 still
live in squalid refugee camps.

-Source:South China Morning Post
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The popular Annual International Charity Food Fair, orga-

nized by the Islamic Union of Hong Kong was a resounding
success raising more than $60,000 for Sadaqa (Charity).

The Royal Brunei Airlines sponsored a round-trip ticket
from Hong Kong to Brunei -Surabaya or Jakarta-Indonesia
to the lucky drawer winner. Local organizations and
individuals took part and prepared their own special

recipes in the two—day event.

Organizations took part preparing their own national
dishes included Chinese Muslim Women Association, Ana-
tolia Cultural Centre, Helpers of Islam Group, Pengajian
Ibu-Tbu DWP KJRI HK, Muslim Filipino Association HK,
Donergene Global Foods Limited, Let Pacific Food, Royal
Brunei Airlines, Pakistan Ladies & PakistanWomen Associ-
ation, Pastry from Capital Cafe and Yunnan Province

delicacy.
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