Complimentary I Safar 1438/ Nov 2016

Newsletter

Address: Masjid Ammar & O.R Sadick Islamic
Centre. 40 O1 Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
E-mail:  mfo@mhk.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/islammcunionhk

Editorial Team: Haj Nasser El-Morsludy Hap M.A Khan
Imam Uthman Yang Haji RM. Omar Ms. Kitty Ng
Ms Cammy Lee Dr. Abdullah Sin

Please show due respect for this publication
as it contains excerpts from the Holy Qur’an.

Contact: (852)34699205 Fax: (852)28345409

ISLAMIC UNION TOOK PART IN
2016 HONG KONG BOOK FAIR

) To expound and propagate the truth of Islamic

» . knowledge, the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
together with the Islamic Cultural Association took
partin Hong Kong Book Fair again held from July 20
to 26 at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre (HKCEC) in Wan Chai. The Islamic booth was
located at the Religious & Spirituality Books Zone.

The huge backdrop of Kaaba attracted visitors to
stop by and took pictures. While the wide variety of
Islamic books, translations of the Holy Quran,
Hadith and free pamphlets attracted Muslim and
non-Muslim visitors who wished to learn more

about Islam.

A corner of the booth was earmarked for Arabic
calligraphy by Islamic teacher, Haji Ishag Ma which
proved to be very popular especially among the
young generation. Upon request the visitors gave
their English or Chinese names and Haji Ma would
write it down in Arabic transliteration.

Favourable responses and constructive comments
have been received from the public. Amongst the
Islamic books, children titles were most popular,
most of the children books were sold out on the
first day. Customers were also given complementa-
ry bookmarks and books on Islam. The organizers
are grateful to many brothers and sisters who
helped as volunteers in the book fair.

A Capture of the Book Fair 2016.
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As in previous years the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong hosted an Iftar dinner reception for leaders
in different sectors of the community.

The Annual Iftar Dinner was organized in Masjid
Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre on 16th
June. The idea is to let the community that we
live-in to-know more about Islam and what does
Ramadan mean to Muslims not only in Hong

Kong but all over the

A Distinguished Guests from The Hong Kong ' &

AGuests seized the opportunity
exchange idea at the Iftar dinner.

The reception was attended by over 100 guests
from different sections of the community includ-
ing Hong Kong Police Force, Correctional Servic-
es Department, Coordination Department of
Liaison Office of the Central People's Govern-
ment in the Hong Kong Special Administrative,
Region and Community leaders and Consulate
Generals from different Muslims countries.
based in Hong Kong. e
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Eid Prayers

at Macau Masjid

Eid was observed in Macau on 6th July and as usual
preparations were made for Eid Prayers to be held in
the open grounds surrounding the very small and
spartan Mosque that only accommodates about
fifty worshippers at a time.

Unfortunately, the weather became very unsettled
with heavy rain. This caused water clogging of all
the open grounds on which plastic sheets had been
placed for the congregation to perform prayers
consequently the prayers had to be moved back to
the Mosque and an extension behind the Mosque .

A total of four sessions of Eid Prayers were held with
still some of the congregation having to perform
their prayers in the open holding umbrellas on one
hand to avoid being completely drenched but still
leaving out some who were unable to perform their
prayers since there were no qualified religious lead-
ers to lead further prayer sessions.

This brings out the acute necessity for a new and
larger Mosque to be built as soon as possible and it
is ernestly hoped that the Macau government will
see this pressing need and sanction the plans for
the new Mosque and Islamic Centre Project to
proceed without further delay.

Picture below shows the conditions under which
prayers were held on Eid Day at the Macau Mosque.

Interfaith Iftar Dinner

On the fifth day of the Holy month of Ramadan
on 10 June 2016, Pearl Institute and Islamic
Union of Hong Kong jointly organized an Inter-
faith Iftar Dinner in Masjid Ammar and O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre.

The Interfaith Iftar Dinner began with the
welcoming speech by the Chairman of Islamic
Union, Mr. AR. Suffiad, followed by the Quran
recitation by a Turkish brother Mr. Faith Gumus-
tepe.

After the break fast meals and prayer, more than
90 participants enjoyed the dinner buffet. A
video introducing Ramadan was shown. Talks
related to “ Tolerance in Islam and its contribu-
tions to entire nations from |slam, Buddhism and
Christianity perspectives " was declared by
different speakers respectively, they are: Profes-
sor James Frankel (Department of Cultural and
Religious Studies, Chinese University of Hong
Kong), Mr. KC Lum (Editerial Chief Executive of
Buddhisdoor), and Rev Will Newman (Hong Kong
Network on Religion and Peace, St. John Cathe-
dral).

A closing remarks was given by the Executive
Director of Pearl Institute Mr. Salih Tinmaz.

This is the first time that such a event was organ-
ized between the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
and the Pearl Institute at the Masjid Ammar and
O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre. The event is aimed at
drawing people from different faith to engage in
dialogue.
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A FEach and every participants received gifts at the Eid Party.

The Islamic Union organized a Eid-ul-Fitr dinner on
the 5/F floor Islamic Canteen attended by nearly
200 people.

The nine-course Chinese dinner was attended by
the Chairman of the Islamic Union, Bro. A.R. Suffiad
and council members of the Union.The event com-
manded with the recitation of the Holy Quran by
Imam Haji Uthman Yang Xing-Ben, Chef-lmam of
Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

Bro. Suffiad welcomed all the Brothers and Sisters,

young and old, to the function.

One of the highlight of the evening was the lucky
draw with numerous prizes to almost every one
attended. Representative of the Coordination
Department of The Liaison Office of the Central
People's Government also attended the party and
presented some of the prizes.

 The function closed with a dua by Imam Haji

Sulaiman Wang, Assistant Imam of Masjid Ammar
& O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

cde cgr %l And your Lord has decreed that you not worship
except Him, and to parents, good treatment. Whether
;| one or both of them reach old age [while] with you, say
.| not to them [so much as], "uff;" and do not repel them
¢ but speak to them a noble word.

@ | And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy
M % and say, "My Lord, have mercy upon them as they
EEEEERE brought me up [when | was] small." 17 : 23-24
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Eid-ul-Fitr Children Party

A Student of Quran Basic class

Evan recited Quran Chapter 89.
In order to let the children to enjoy the Eid-ul-Fitr at

the fullest, Dawah Committee held a Eid ul-Fitr Chil-
dren Party at July 17 (Sunday) in the afternoon at
6/F Seminar room at Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre, it was attended by around 80
people.

The party began with recitation of verses from the
Holy Quran by Dawah worker Haji Isahq Ma. This -F
was followed with a speech by Haji Ma Fung Wai, A Haji Ma Fung Wai presented souvenirs to
Chairman of the Dawah Committee. Student of  each and every children.

Quran Basic class Evan recited Quran Chapter 89.
This was followed by the Drama performance by DUAA
students from Quran Basic Class and Quran
Advance Class. The Drama is about how the Muslim AR N i Ol B g T
children manage to do the prayer in the park and ‘HKQ‘QL“"?Q els Bl L:""’a" L"’l ; 3
how they stay faithful with their religious. The e /;fj {_;—,’; U:!.,n;;-btj\ B 255

performance was appreciated by the attendant.

) “&" LE 5 Bsla

;SisterThameenah Wang then led games with the
children, children were excited and enjoyed the

games. At the end of the event, Haji Ma Fung Wai | Qur Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one(Muham-
presented souvenirs to each and CYS¥ Sb"m mad SAW) calling to Faith: Believe in your Lord, and we
_hq Ma- sand” a Dua. The commlttge wan have believed. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and remit
from us our evil deeds, and make us die in the state
ofrighteousness along with Al-Abrar ( those who are
obedient to Allah and follow strictly His Orders) 3:193
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E1d-ul-Fitr Prayers
Muslim all over the Hong Kong celebrated the end

of the Holy month of Ramadan with special
program conducted in all five mosques.

In Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre, ™

there were two prayer sessions. However, due to
the heavy rain on July 6( Wednesday), the outdoor
Eid prayer at Victoria Park in Causeway Bay forced
many sisters attend the Eid Prayers held in Masjid
Ammar.

Because of the sudden influx of sisters, an addition-
al Eid Prayers session was hastily organized to

accommodate the sisters with a visiting Indonesian
Teacher leading the prayer.

1U Host a u_nch for

-

A There were two prayer sessions in Wanchi Masjid.

Guangzhou De[egation

A Delegation from the Department of Ethnic and
Religious Affairs and the Guangzhou Islamic Associa-
tion visiting various Islamic organizations in Hong
Kong including The Islamic Union of Hong Kong in

~ August.

A (From left to right): Ms Chendan, Br. A .R. Suffiad,
Haji R M. Omar, Imam Uthman Yan;

i

B

The delegation led by the vice-secretary of the
Department, Ms Chendan and from the Guangzhou
Islamic Association was Imam Wang Wenjie.

Upon arrival the delegation was met by the Chairman

. of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong, Bro. A.R. Suffiad

and council members.

il The delegation was briefed on the work of the Unicn

A Guangzhou delegation and Islamic Union
exchanged souvenirs.

e g—
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by Bro. Suffiad. He later presented souvenirs to each
member of the delegation.

During the 3-day visit, the delegation also visited
other organization including the Hong Kong Muslim
Women Association, Incorporated Trustees , the Islam-
ic Youth Association and the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong.

An official lunch was hosted by the Islamic Union for

= the delegation an representatives from other Islamic

e : ‘
i_ﬁiion host a lunch for the
ou delegation. ¥

association on the 6 floor of Masjid Ammar and O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre.
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INTERNATIONAL MUSLIMAH EMPOWERMENT
WORKSHOP 2016 IN SARAWAK

20 Asian Women join g =
international Muslimah
empowerment workshop

AHajia Basmaly Lok received a souvenir from the Head'of State,
Tt Pehir Sri:Abdul Taib Mahrud on behalf of the delegationy -

Hajia Basmah Lok, office manager of the Union
representing the Islamic Union, attended a 4-days
workshop in Kuching Sarawak, Malaysia on 23 - 26
August 2016.

Twenty participants from South Korea, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Singapore, Indonesia and
Malaysia attended the International Muslimah
Empowerment workshop.

The event, organised by the Regional Islamic
Da'wah Council of Southeast Asia and the Pacific
(RISEAP) in collaboration with the Islamic Informa-
tion Centre (lIC), aimed to expose participants to
the cultures and traditions of Sarawak.

During their brief stay, the women had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Sarawak Cultural Village and
attend the Baitulmal Hari Raya Eid-ul-Fitr open
house.

They also paid a courtesy call on Sarawak Islamic
Council president Datu Misnu Taha and Head of
State, Tun Pehin Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud, who is
(RISEAP) president, to visit The Astana, the Gover-
nor House.

AMedla covelage of the Workshop

The group also visited St Joseph's Cathedral and the
Sri Maha Mariamman (Hindu) Temple, which was
the first time some of the participants had entered
other houses of worship.

Although Islam is the official religion of Malaysia,
Sarawak has no official state religion. It is the only
state in Malaysia where Christians outnumber Mus-
lims. Despite its racial and religious diversity,

Sarawak is the most peaceful and harmonious state
in the country. The Workshop provided an opportu-
nity for the participants to learn how to promote
multi-religious harmony and a better understand-
ing Islam and other faiths.

A Visit to Sti Maha Mariamman (Hindu) Temple.
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Hong Kong Muslim Organization Leaders visited Guangzhou

Sy, chinaislamine den
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A Picture credit: China Islamic Union
A 30 members delegation from Hong Kong various
Muslim organizations assembled at the Hung Hom
station on 30 July early morning for the “2016
Guangzhou-Hong Kong Islamic Family Reunion
Symposium”in Guangzhou. The delegation consist-
ed of the Chairman of the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong, Bro. A. R. Suffiad; Chairman of the Chinese
Muslim Cultural & Fraternal Association, Haji Sat Chi
Sang; Chairman of Hong Kong Chinese Muslim
Association, Haji Yakoob Tsui Kam Fai; Chairlady of
Hong Kong Muslim Women Association, Hajiah
Jamilah Wong; Haji Saeed Uddin from The Incorpo-
rated Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of
Hong Kong, and the Chairman of the Hong Kong
Islamic Youth Association, Bro. M. Ali Zaig.

Upon arrival the delegation had lunch at the
famous Hui Min Restaurant and continued to visit
Guangzhou Xinshi Hui People Public Cemetery and
offered dua for all the ancestors. In the evening the
delegation attended a welcoming dinner held at
Asia International Hotel’s halal restaurant jointly
hosted by the Department of Ethnic and Religious
Affairs and the Guangzhou Islamic Association. Mr.
Wang Mao Zhu, Secretary of Department of Ethnic
and Religious Affairs gave a welcoming speech.

The following morning, after visiting the Saad bin

. _\‘7

Ali Waqqas Mosque and graveyard, the delegation
attended the “Guangzhou-Hong Kong Islamic
Family Reunion Symposium” The Symposium was
chaired by Mr. Leung Guang Sing, Vice-President of
Guangzhou Islamic Association; Mr. Leung first
introduced every members of the delegation.
Followed by a speech from their Chairman, Imam
Wang Wen Jie, and then sharing from the Chairper-
son of various Hong Kong Muslim organizations.
The Symposium rounded up with the speeches
from Mr. Wang Mao Zhu, Secretary of Department
of Ethnic and Religious Affairs and Madam Shen
Chong, Head of the Coordination Department of
the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Govern-
ment.

In the afternoon, the delegation visited Huadu Art
Museum after a roasted lamb feast. The delegation
returned to Hong Kong by train on the third day
afternoon. Although the itinerary was packed,
members of the delegation had a wonderful time.
Members were touched by the warmth and hospi-
tality from the Department of Ethnic and Religious
Affairs and the Guangzhou Islamic Association. The
visit has truly proven that Muslims in Guangzhou
and Hong Kong are one family.
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Du’a repels Allah’s anger

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet (saw)
said:” Verily, the person who does not ask
Allah, Allah gets angry at him.” (Tirmidhi)

The above hadith tells us that by leaving du’a,
a person in fact abandons the noblest act of
worship. In addition, if he were to leave du'a
out of arrogance, or a feeling of self-sufficien-
cy, this would, in reality, be a type of disbelief
in Allah, and a deification of one’s self.

Concerning this hadith, one of the poets versi-
fied:” Allah gets angry if you stop asking Him.
And the son of Adam, when he is asked, gets

angry!

One of the most famous scholars of the
second century, Imam Sufyan ath-Thaury,
would start his du'a by praising Allah as
follows:" O You whose most beloved servant is
he who asks Him the most; and O You whose
most hated servant is he who does not ask
Him; and no one else is such, O Lord!”

This relates to the fact that Allah loves to be
asked. Ubadah ibn Samit reports that the
Prophet (saw) said:" There is no Muslim on the
face of the earth that asks Allah for anything

except that Allah gives it to him, or averts from
him a similar evil, as long as he does not ask
for something evil or for breaking the ties of
kinship.” (Tirmidhi)

The concept of du'a proves the extreme and
infinite Generosity of Allah, as every single
created being asks Allah, day and night, morn-
ing and evening, for all of their needs, and
Allah gives, and gives, and gives. Allah (swt)
said:” Allah that is in the Heaven and Earth
begs of Him (its needs); Everyday He has a
matter to bring forth.” (Ar-Rahman: 29)

So this once again shows the importance of
du’a, as it is obligatory for a person to avoid
Allah’s anger, this is proof encugh that making
du‘a is obligatory. Wallahu a'lam.

Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk
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Sharing of Eid-ul Fitr Celebration in Thailand & Myanmar

Eid-ul-Adha and Eid-ul-Fitr are the most joyful times
of the year for Muslims. Imam Sulaiman Wang led a
group of Muslims from Hong Kong and Yunnan to
celebrate and experience Eid in Thailand and Myan-
mar in the Eid-ul-Fitr just passed few months ago. 1

was IU{'.](}( G'TIOUgh to bE‘. d member OF the group.

It was my first time keeping fast while travelling. 1t
was also my first time being able to open Fast., to have
pre-dawn meals and to perform Taraweeh prayers
with the Thai Muslim community. 1 felt the bond of
I1slamic brotherhood especia“y dul'ing the last few
days of Ramadan. The street was full of Muslims who

were going to have pre-dawn meal together.

The most memorable moment of the trip has to be
visiting the Burmese refugees in Thailand. Some of
them are orphans and Madarassah students. Some of
them have lost both parents, some are the survival
victims of tragedy, and some even suffer from
post-traumatic pain. Whoever listens to their stories
would have fat streams of tears running from their
eyes. Although Hong Kong is not a Muslim country,
we can enjoy freedom of religion, no one can stop us
from following lslam; we are still negligent in
performing our ibadah. 1 felt extremely ashamed
when 1 compared us with the Muslims in other coun-

tries.

After the Eid prayer, we visited a few Thai-Burmese
Muslim families. The Thai-Burmese Muslim commu-

nity has a tradition which is to open their houses for

Author: Muminah and Makeen

three days consecutively from the day of Eid-ul-Fitr
to welcome Muslims and Non-Muslims guests to eat
at their place. All the hosts showed wonderful recep-
tion, food and drinks were non-stop presenting to the
guests. Do not get it wrong, not only the rich opened
their houses even the poor did the same. Every
household provided free hospitality to their guests
according to their ability. During the three days Eid
celebration, we had tried many different variety of
dishes but the most important was to st.1‘e1lgthe1l the
brotherhood in 1slam, all praises to Allah for bl'inging
us many wonderful hosts and new Muslim friends. 1
will never Forget the selfless and sharing culture in

the Thai-Burmese Muslim community.

1 can not stop thinking about this trip on the way
back home. Allahamdulaillah, Hong Kong Muslims
are so blessed. 1 wish to take this opportunity to
make appeal for the poor Thai-Burmese Muslims and
poor Muslims all over the world. Please offer your
help and prayers to those brothers and sisters who
are suffering. May Allah (swt) improve their condi-

tions. Ameen.

ElN L.

A lmam Sulaiman Wang shared the unforgettable
experience in Thailand and Myanmar.

Hong Kong Muslim University Students Association
(HKMUSA) officially launched

The Hong Kong Muslim University Students
Association (HKMUSA) was officially launched
recently.

Muslim students representative from five
Universities formed the Association with the
aim of making for the welfare and well-being
of Muslim students studying in Hong Kong.

This is the first such Association in Hong Kong
with representatives from the Universities and
it is strongly supported by the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong.

Mufti Ibrahim was the guest speaker at the
function held at Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre.
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COURSE ON ISLAM

The Da'wah Committee of the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong (the Union) recently organized an
“Understanding Islam Course”

Held in the Seminar Room of Majid Ammar and
Haji Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre, the
course commenced on 30 July 2016 with a short
introduction by Hajia Sharifah Tuet, a member of
the Union’s Da'wah Committee. Haji Ishaq Ma the
Union's Da'wah Worker, then delivered a talk in
Putonghua on“The Life of a Muslim”. Other topics
for the course included “Know the One and Only
Creator” "Women in Islam” “Core Values and
Meaning of Islam’, “The five Pillars of Islam’, “Halal
Food’, “Life after Death” and “The Life of Prophet

Qurban Services

Each year, the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
launched the Qurban programme for poor
area in different parts of Asia.

The programme in accordance with the Shari-
ah and Sunnah allowing Muslim to fulfill their
religious on lifelong with peace of mind.

This year the Union have received donations
for 15 goats and 24 cows for 10 countries.

Mohammed(PBUH)".

Others speakers included Haji Kasim Ma Fung
Wai, Chairman of the Union's Da'wah Committee,
Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief Imam of
Masjid Ammar, Hajia Zareenah Ho, Principal,
Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College; Haji Ma
Wing Cheung, Vice Principal, Islamic Kasim Tuet
Memorial College; Sis. Fatima Ong and Sis. Tsui
Kung Ha.

Nearly 70 students registered for the course
which ended on 15 October 2016 with presenta-
tion of certificates to those who met the criteria
for attendance.
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Hadith

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger as saying:
If anyone gives as Sadaga the equivalent of a date
from that(earning) earned honestly, for Allah

accepts that which is lawful the Lord would accept

it with His Right Hand, and even if it is a date, it
would foster in the Hand of the lord, as one of you
fosters his colt, till it becomes bigger than a moun-
tain.
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Eid-ul-Adha (Feast of sacrifice) celebrated in

Thousands of Muslims in Hong Kong celebrated one of the IR e
two important festivals in the Islamic Calendar, Eid- Adha ' 1T
of the Feast of Sacrifice with special prayers in all Mosque
and Madraesa ( Quranic School) on Hong Kong Island,

Kowloon and the New territories.

In Wanchai Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre
three sessions were held with one session specially for the
Bahasa speaking Indonesian domestic helpers who took a

day off for the celebration.

ong Kong

A <

Training Course For Indonesian Sisters

In conjunction with the Indonesian Muslim
Organization Council of Hong Kong(POSMIH), the
Da'wah Committee of the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong (the Union) organized a training course for
Indonesian sisters.

The course was held from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on Sundays during the Holy Month of Ramadhan
with the first session beginning on 12 June 2016

and the last session ended on Sunday 3 July 2016.

The objectives of the course were to train the
sisters to be good da'wah waorkers; to train the
trainers on how to impart Islamic knowledge to
others; to be model Muslimahs; to have a better
understanding of Islam and its image of peace
and humanity; and to remove misconceptions
about Islam and Muslims generally.

The course was attended by 117 participants and
two speakers - Bro. Udin Kamiluddin and Bro.

Nasruddin Latief - were specially invited from
Indonesia to conduct part of the course.

Some of the topics in the course included:
The Importance of Da'wah
Fundamentals of Tauhid
Modern Techniques of Da'wah
Understanding World Religions
How to be a Da'wah Worker
Methods of Teaching Qur‘an
The Challenges of Da'wah
How to be a Model Muslimah in a Modern

Society; and
Workshop/oratory practical training

The participants felt that the course increased
their knowledge of Islam and made them more
aware of the problems facing by the Muslim com-
munity. They suggested that more such courses
be conducted in future to enable them to deepen
their Islamic knowledge especially in the field of
da'wah.

At the conclusion of course, Bro. Abdul Muhaemin
bin Karim, a da'wah worker from the Union
presented souvenirs to the participants and
winners of a speech competition.

POSMIH is an umbrella organization comprised of
62 Indonesian Muslim associations in Hong Kong
and is registered under the Societies Ordinance.
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INDONESIAN SISTERS ORGANISE FUNCTION IN MACAU

On Sunday, 31 July 2016 nine
Indonesian Muslim organiza-
tions in Macau jointly organized
a function to mark the end of
the Holy Month of Ramadhan.

The event, held at the Sam Pak
Community Hall, was attended
by over 500 sisters. Among
those present were lbu Iroh and
Ibu Tini both of whom are Con-
suls at the Indonesian Consu-
late in Hong Kong looking after
welfare. The Consulate also look
after its nationals in Macau.

The main objective of the func-
tion was to bring the sisters
together to foster closer coop-
eration among the various
associations in Macau. It is
hoped that through such gath-
erings, progress could be made
towards a unified and efficient
movement to improve the life
of its members in the territory.
At this event, the participants
demonstrated their skills by
performing nasheed and fash-
ion shows which were very
popular with the audience.

Before ending the event Bro.
Abdul Muhaemin bin Karim a
da'wah worker from the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong gave a talk
on Islam. Bro. Muhaemin
reminded those present to
follow in the footsteps of the
Holy Prophet (pbuh). “To estab-
lish a harmonious life in a com-
munity or society” he said.
“everyone should do his or her
best to be mild-tempered,
gentle, patient, compassionate
and caring”.

After his talk, Bro. Muhaemin
said a du’a to thank Allah (SWT)
for the success of the event.

Macau has over 6,000 Indone-
sian Muslim domestic helpers
and many of them spend their
holidays in parks or in the small
Mosque situated next to the
reservoir in Ramal Dos Mouros.
Once a month on a Sunday, Bro.
Muhaemin goes over to Macau
to perform da'wah usually in
parks, in community halls, in
shelters or in the small Mosque.

Some of the organizations man-
ages shelters for those sisters
who have had their contract
terminated by their employers
or who have taken their
employers to court for breach
of contract.

There are at the moment seven
such shelters in the formerly
Portuguese administered terri-
tory, one of which is managed
by the Indonesian Consulate
while the other six is managed
by Indonesian Muslim organiza-
tions. The combined capacity of
the seven shelters is about 100
but more could be accommo-
dated if necessary.
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IU Hockey Team Visit Brunei and Indonesia

A delegation of 34 people led by the Chairman
of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong visited Brunei
and Indonesia recently.

Several Union council members accompanied a
group of U hockey team (both senior and junior)
members for the trip. While in Brunei the group
went for Jammah prayer before played one
hockey match with the Bruneian hockey team
before flying off to Surabaya, Indonesia the
following evening.

The group visited the biggest Masjid in Sura-
baya, Masjid Akhbar and met with the Masjid
management and then visited the television

station, Channel 9.

One of the highlights of the visit was to the
Cheung Hoo Masjid where the Management
Committee Members welcomed the delegates
with gongs and drums and a lavish buffet lunch.

During their three days stay in Surabaya, the
group played one hockey match with a local
team and visited different local Mosques.

The delegates returned to Hong Kong on the
early morning on 29 August, 2016.

- UMIDN oF HonGrON:
ERMNAT

IATIONAL Tour 2016

IRUNEL, Bunasara
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IU MATTERS

Public talk by Dr. Ibrahim Chao, Chief Imam of Taipei Grand Mosque

4;
A

i

A Dr. Ibrahim Chao gave two public talks.

IUHK invited the Chief Imam of the Taipei Grand
Mosque, Dr. Ibrahim Chao to give two public
talks on 20 and 21 August 2016. The talks were
very well-received with the seminar room
jam-packed with audience.

The first talk was on the topic of the difference
between Islam and the “Islamic State” or “IS". Dr.
Chao dearly pointed out the meaning of Islam is
“submission” and also implies peace. He then
briefly went over the history development of the
Muslim community and clarified some terms like
jihad, sunni, and shi'a which are often misunder-
stood by the public. He also elaborated on the
concepts of tolerance and peaceful coexistence
inIslam and how Islamic laws take care of human
rights and our daily needs. On the second half of
the talk, Dr. Chao highlighted a few misunder-
standings against Mulsims and made use of
examples to show the development of conflicts

Author: Dr. Abdullah Siu

in the Middle East. He also criticized on the
non-Islamic rules of the so-called “Islamic State”
and ended his talk by making some suggestions
to Muslim, encouraging them to practise lslamin
their living so that the others can see the real
Islam as opposed to the negative images of the
"

The second talk was about multi-culturalism and
Muslim minority. Dr. Chao began his presenta-
tion with a series of questions, in order to guide
the audience to understand that accepting ones’
identity is the basis of facing or solving the prob-
lems of Muslim minority in a multicultural socie-
ty. He then quoted some ayats from the Holy
Quran to ensure the audience that Muslims are
indeed the best group of people. In fact, there is
common ground between Islam and the
Chinese Confucian teachings. Therefore, Mus-
lims should made use of their unique position
and the “Golden Mean” (no extreme) principle in
Islam to live peacefully with others with an open
mind to accept differences. To conclude these
two talks, the key message of Dr. Chao was to
remind Muslims, in face of chaos in the Muslim
world or misunderstanding against Muslims in
our society, not to forget the Islamic principles of
peace, tolerance, and coexistence and to stay
away from extreme thinking and action, be mod-
erate and make Islam every part of our lives.
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Increasing number of

people attending Iftar

Every year, the Welfare committee of the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong, arranged Iftar meal (breaking fast)
during the Holy month of Ramadan and this year no
exception.

The Iftar meal, under the special arrangement with the
Union, was provided free of charge by the operator of
the Islamic Canteen and is open for everyone.

As in previous years, the Iftar started off with some
simple dates, fruits and small snacks. After performing
their Maghrib prayer, the people will return to the
restaurant where they were offered meals, including
one non-spicy, one curry rice and vegetables.

The menu changes every day by the restaurant cooks
and all servings were managed by volunteers, both
brothers and sisters. The number of people attending
Iftar meals are on an increase year by year and this year,
the number of people broke 1,000 mark on weekends
while an average of 800 people during weekdays.

However, due to limited space in the Centre especially
during the weekends, most people just took the food
boxes and ate outside.

AIftar gathering at the Islamic Centre Canteen
every day in the month of Ramadan.

Muslim lives threatened
again in Myanmar

Muslims who fled from their homes by yesterday
anti-Muslim attack in Thuyethamain village.

In the incident, over two hundreds Buddhist villag-
ers from the same village of Waw Township, Bago
Region had destroyed properties of Muslims and
their religious places including Mosque and ceme-
tery following the argument between two neigh-
bors.

Buddhist assailants who were part of yesterday
anti-Muslim attack are proclaiming to create the
village as “Muslim Free Zone', the situation widely
seen across the country in recent years.

Besides that, there was another incident against
Muslims in Myanmar .

It is reported that a Ma Ba Tha monk attacked a
roadside shop, owned by a Muslim, located in the
vicinity of Burma's famous Shwedagon Pagoda. The
Monk claimed Muslims are not allowed to do busi-
ness at any Buddhist temples.

The victim was a 25 year old man from Yangon . His
money and belongings were seized. He was even
beaten, kicked and punched after he had been
escorted to the nearest monastery.

As a street vendor, the victim opened his shop in
the pagoda’s vicinity where many people turn up
especially on religiously celebrated calendar days.
Every citizens are constitutionally free to do busi-
ness at any place but ultra-nationalist groups have
been creating ‘Muslim free Zone'across the country
and calling the citizens to boycott Muslim busi-
nesses. Expelling Muslim shops at the vicinity of
Buddhist religious locations have become very
common in recent years.

Many Buddhist people condemned this Sunday
incident, some even personally questioned at the
township police station, by highlighting that this
sort of discrimination goes against the teaching of
Buddhism.

-Source: M-Media (Coveted)
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Qur’an beauties show up ugly US election

A first US showing of rare old Qur'ans has opened
at a Washington museum, highlighting a different
side of Islam at a time when the religion's image
in America has been scarred by a divisive presi-
dential campaign.

More than 60 Qurans and Koranic texts, dating
from the late seventh century, and considered
works of art for their exceptionally fine calligra-
phy, are featured in The Art of the Qur'an, running
through February 20 at the Freer and Sackler
museums, home to the Smithsonian Institution's
Asian art collection.

These majestic holy books were copied by hand
for some of the richest and most powerful rulers
of the Muslim world. Most of them - 47 of 63 -
were lent to Freer and Sackler from a single
source: the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts in
Istanbul. The rest were already part of the Smith-
sonian collection.

The exhibition, contained in the intimate setting
of a single room, tells the story of how the words
and teachings of the Qur'an, traditionally passed
on orally, came during the seventh century to be
inscribed in fixed texts.

The exhibit touches lightly on the messages of
the Qur'an"We are above all an art museum,"
deputy curator Simon Retting said. "So we come
at it more from the angle of explaining how the

Qur'an took the form of a book, and how the arts
of calligraphy and illumination" - the decoration
and illustration of manuscripts - "developed
around the book."

Chief curator Massumeh Farhad said: "We wanted
to really show the variety of manuscripts.'The
Qur'ans on display come from all parts of the
Muslim world, from Iraq to Afghanistan and
Turkey.There is one on parchment copied by a
calligrapher in Iraq or Iran between the eighth
and ninth century. Another imposing one, meas-
uring two meters by one meter, and dating from
1599 in the Iranian city of Shiraz, is done in color-
ed ink with gold-encrusted letters.

"Today, when you look at a Qur'an, it always looks
the same - it's a printed copy with a green color,
one basic size,' Farhad said. "What is remarkable
here is the incredible variety of them, the size, the
scale, the scripts Especially when you think that
the Koran is the same identical text copied over
and over and over again. So you can't do some-
thing different. It's the same thing.The show
comes before the presidential election on
November 8, amid a polarizing campaign in
which Republican Donald Trump often stigma-
tized Muslims, saying at one point that he would
ban all Muslims, at least for a time.

The exhibit, in the works for six years, was origi-
nally set to open in 2014, but was delayed by
construction.

"Now, it is true that the exhibit is opening just at
the moment of the elections, with highly charged
public rhetoric around Islam," Retting acknowl-
edged. "But as our mission is to promote and
spread understanding. It is opening at a very
opportune moment to allow the American public
to have a different image of Islam."The show
represents "a tremendous opportunity for
dialogue between cultures" and an occasion to
"build bridges," he said.

-Source: Agene France Presse
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UNESCO adopts resolution on al-Agsa Mosque

Palestinian leaders have
welcomed a decision by the
United Nations cultural agency
to adopt a resolution on occu-
pied East Jerusalem that sharply
criticises Israeli policies around
the al-Agsa Mosque compound,
while Israel says it ignores
Jewish ties to the key holy site.

A spokesman for Paris-based
UNESCO said on Tuesday that
the resolution, which caused
Israel to suspend its coopera-
tion with the agency, was
adopted without a new vote
after being approved at the
committee stage last week.

The text refers throughout to
the al-Agsa mosque compound
site in occupied East Jerusa-
lem's Old City only by its Muslim
names: al-Agsa and al-Haram
al-Sharif.

Al-Agsa Mosque compound is
the third-holiest site in Islam.
Jews refer to the site as the
Temple Mount.Palestine's
deputy ambassador to UNESCO,

Mounir Anastas, told reporters

the resolution "reminds Israel
that they are the occupying
power in East Jerusalem and it
asks them to stop all their viola-
tions', including archaeological

excavations around religious
sites.
The UNESCO resolution also

condemned Israel for restricting
Muslim access to the site, and
for aggression by Israeli police
and soldiers, while also recog-
nising Israel as the occupying
power.

The resolution was submitted
by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon,
Morocco, Oman, Qatar and
Sudan - and was originally
passed with 24 votes in favour,
six against, and 26 abstentions.

In April, UNESCO passed a reso-
lution condemning "lIsraeli
aggressions and illegal meas-
ures against the freedom of
worship and Muslims' access to
the al-Agsa Mosque', also failing
to mention the site's Jewish

name.ln 2011, the Palestinians
were admitted as a member
state of the organisation, which

led the United States to
suspend its payments to
UNESCO.

UNESCO chief Irina Bokova had
distanced herself from Thurs-
day's vote, saying in a state-
ment: "Nowhere more than in
Jerusalem do Jewish, Christian
and Muslim heritage and tradi-
tions share space.”

But Riyad al-Maliki, the Palestin-
ian foreign minister, responded
to Bokova by describing her
comments as "completely unac-
ceptable".

"The Palestinian government
expects Ms Bokova to focus her
efforts on implementing the will
of member states and preserv-
ing Jerusalem from the Israeli
systematic colonisation and
assault on its Palestinian charac-
ter," said Maliki.

-Source: SCMP
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Israeli Rights Group urges UN to End Israeli

occupation of Palestinian Territories

An Israeli human rights group urged the U.N.
Security Council to take decisive action now to
end Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories.

Hagai El-Ad, executive director of B'Tselem, told
an informal council meeting Friday on "lllegal
Israeli Settlements: Obstacles to Peace and the
Two-State Solution" that Israel has controlled
Palestinian lives in Gaza, the West Bank and East
Jerusalem for the past 49 years "and counting'

"Israel will not cease being an oppressor simply
by waking up one day and realizing the brutality
of its policies,” he said.

With the 50th anniversary approaching next year,
El-Ad said "the rights of Palestinians must be
realized, the occupation must end, the U.N. Secu-

rity Council must act, and the time is now."

El-Ad stressed that the council "has more than
just power: you have a moral responsibility and a
real opportunity to act with a sense of urgency
before we reach the symbolic date of June 2017
and the second half of that first century begins."

Another Israeli rights group, Peace Now, was invit-
ed to speak but it was represented by its sister
organization, Americans for Peace Now, which
has also campaigned for an end to Israeli occupa-
tion.

When Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation signed the Oslo peace accords 23 years
ago, the settler population in the West Bank was
116,000, she said. At the end of 2015, it was
almost 390,000.

"l urge you here today to finally take action in the
Security Council to send a clear message to Israel
that the international community stands by the
two-state solution and unambiguously rejects
policies that undermine it — including Israeli
settlement policies," Friedman said.

-Source: SCMP

Myanmar aid curbs hit children in Rakhine

Unrest in Myanmar's northwest is taking a "terri-
ble toll" on children, the U.N. children's agency
UNICEF said and called for full humanitarian
access to the Muslim-majority north of Rakhine
state.

Tens of thousands of people have been cut off
from food and other aid normally provided by
international agencies since deadly attacks on
police guard posts along the border with Bangla-
desh on Oct. 9.

"While some aid has been delivered in recent
days, UNICEF calls for full resumption of essential
services and the urgent lifting of all restrictions of
movement of health and other professionals so

they can safely reach children and families,
UNICEF said.

-Source: Reuters
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Muslim Waiter is Made to Feel Welcome by Generous Customer

A Muslim waiter working in restaurant in Denver, Colorado was left with a pleasant surprise and a
warm message to make him feel welcome.

Osamah Ajour served a customer in the Damascus Restaurant and reportedly told her that he felt
uneasy about being a Muslim in America following the US election. ‘}

When it came to paying the bill, the unnamed customer left a $100 tip and wrote this beautiful mes-
sage:"You belong here. I'm glad you are here.”

he receipt was potteﬁ onF, :
athousand times. <t

ebogl\( by Osamah's friend lhsan and the post has now been shared over

y\ .
Osamah commented on the post saying that the lady made him happy and he wishes he got the
chance to see her again: /

nmented on Ihsan Riahis public post 'i

Osamah Ajour Brother you forgot to mention that | was a fantastic waiter 1 &2

Pa

L This lady made me happy today, | wish | get the chance to see her again,
1 there're words deep in my heart left unspoken.
Like & Replies g49  about 2 weeks ago

This is just one example of Americans around the country showing solidarity with Muslims and other
minority groups who are feeling uneasy following the election. As long as there are kind people like
this willing to stand up for the rights of others, there is nothing to fear.

-Source: lImFeed
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